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PENNY-WISE is happy to present, in its 6th Anniversary Issue, a re- 
print of a very informative and interesting article which appeared in THE 
DAILY EXAMINER, a San Francisco newspaper, on Sunday morning, April 
15, 1888. 

The original newspaper containing the article was loaned to the Editor for 
purposes of reading and copying by EAC member, Richard Winterhalder of 
Petaluma, California. We are most grateful to him for the opportunity to 
include the article in this issue of P-W . 

The article has been reprinted verbatim. Dispersed through the original 
article were various cuts depicting cents, as follows: 

1 . a 1793 cent, obverse and reverse, captioned ’’The Liberty Cap Cent"; 

2. a 1793 Chain cent, captioned "The Mickley Cent"; 

3. obverses of a 1799 and an 1804 cent, captioned "Fillet Head Cent"; 

4. a 1793 Wreath cent, obverse and reverse, captioned "The Wreath Cent'; 
and 


5. an 1808 cent, obverse and reverse, captioned "Indian-Head Cent". 

All the cuts were hand-drawn and signed by the artist. His signature appeared 
to be "Kahise" . 

VALUABLE COPPER 

Big Cents That Are Worth More Than Their Weight in Gold. 

Famous Collections 

General Phil Sheridan, Senator Stanford, and 
Other Prominent Men Are Ardent Collectors. 

(By the Correspondent from the New York World ) 

Washington, March 22, 1888. 

Of all the fads of Washington, the coin-collecting fad is the latest; and 
the numismatists of the Capital increase daily. Generals, statesmen, and 
department clerks have now their coin collections, and there are men here who 
pay $50. for a rare cent and have coin collections running into thousands of 
dollars in value. The most enthusiastic collector of the city is B. H. Collins 
of the Treasury Department, whose specialty is copper cents, and whose 
collection is worth a small fortune. Mr. Collins is as well posted as any man 
in the United States on the values of different coins, upon the history of coin 
collections, and the peculiarities of collectors. I asked him today as to the 
growth of this hobby and its hobbyists. He replied: "Coin collecting is on the 
increase throughout the whole world. There are now forty ardent coin 
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collectors in Washington, and there are Ojlly 10,000 people in the United States 
who own such collections. Of these, 3,500 are active, wide awake, and 
enthusiastic; and, as an instance of the wonderful growth of coin collectors, 
the total number in the United States in 1852 was only seventy. In other words, 
there are 500 times as many coin collectors in the country now as there were 

then- and we still continue to grow. Among the present collectors in 

Washington are General Phil Sheridan; Senator Leland Stanford; Mr. Roessle, 
the proprietor of the Arlington Hotel; Colonel J . L . Hodge; Captain Dutton; 
Surgeon C . C . Byrne of the United States Army; and others . Among those 
who have collected are Robert J. Blaine, the brother of the late Presidential 
Candidate; W. S. Titcomb, the late Assistant Register of the Treasury, and 
the late Commodore Aulick of the United States Navy. The most complete 
collection of United States coin issues in Washington is owned by W . W . Hayes 
of the Pension Office; and the worst collection of cents here or elsewhere is 
in the National Museum . 

"The most complete collection of United States and Colonial coins in the 
world, greatly excelling the collection of the United States Mint, is owned by 
Coring G. Parmalee of Boston. It represents thirty years’ careful search and 
study; and its face value is less than $1 ,000. , while its actual cost has been 
more than $65,000. T. Harrison Garrett of Baltimore, the brother of Robert 
Garrett, has a set of United States cents the probable fece value of which is 
$2. or $3., but which cost him from $2,000. to $3,000.; and his entire coin 
collection has cost not far from $40,000. There are many collections whose 
cost and actual value run from $10,000. to $20,000.; and nearly every city of 
the country has its grand collector. Julius Brown of Atlanta, the son of 
Senator Joe Brown, has a fine lot of coins; and so have J . B. Eyek of Albany, 

J. H. Farrington of Saratoga, and others." 

"How does the coin mania begin?" 

"The coin-collecting craze begins in curious ways. The foremost collector 
of the United States, who died recently, became a collector through an 
accidental desire to possess a big cent of the year of his birth, 1799. His 
collection was sold after his death at auction. It brought $20,000. , and it would 
today realize double that sum. The cost of rare coins increases year by year, 
and the increase in value during the past five years has been over 200 per cent. 
Coins must not only be rare, but they must be in good condition, and the best 
are hard to obtain. A perfect coin of some dates is as rare as a Maud S, a 
peachblow vase, or a Kohinoor diamond." 

"What are the leading specialities of the United States collectors?" 

"Three-fourths of the collectors of this country collect United States 
stamps and Colonial coins; and the others collect miscellaneous coins, ancient 
and modern, foreign and United States. Some collect only certain series, 
some only gold coins, some silver, and some only copper. My specialty is 
copper cents. Its coins are the rarest to be found in perfect condition, and the 
values of copper cents are more certain. It is very hard to find fine specimens. 
The cents and half cents have circulated to such an extent that they have become 
worn, disfigured, black, and smooth, and rare cents in good condition are thus 

very costly. 
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"Take the big cents, for instance. Their coinage began in 1793, and five 
prominent types were issued during that year. Among these was the AMERI, 
which is worth from $5. to $170. The Mickley cent of this coinage sold in 
October, 1867, for $110. It was resold at the Mackenzie sale two years later 
for $145. , and at the Root sale in 1878 for $170. L. G. Parmelee bought it. 

He still owns it. This is the finest known cent of that variety, and its condition 
and cost are unique. Owing to the fact that AMERICA was not spelled out, the 
AMERI cent was criticized and a new die was made with AMERICA on the 
reverse. These cents bring from $75. to $100. each if they are in perfect con- 
dition, and not more than a couple of dollars if they are worn or defaced. 

"Then followed the Wreath cents, and these are worth from $2. to $75., 
according to their condition. A cent, to be in perfect condition, must look as 
fresh almost as when it came from the Mint. It must not be worn or scratched. 
The figures must be perfectly cut, and those rare cents which have turned to a 
soft olive color are especially desirable. The difference in condition makes 
tens of dollars difference in price; and while a fine cent may be worth hundreds 
of dollars, a poor one is hardly worth as many cents." 

"What constitutes a perfect cent?" 

"A sharp, even, well-centered, strong, clear impression of light (olive 
preferred) color, never circulated or cleaned, and no nicks, spots, bruises, 
or discolorations by handling or atmospheric action." 

"The Liberty Cap cent was the handsomest cent of the series in 1793. 

Only half a dozen perfect ones of these are known, and they would readily sell 
at public auction at from $100. to $200. each. Mr. Cottier of Buffalo paid 
$200. for the one he owns; and at the auction sale of Mr. Ed Frossard in 1884 
a nearly perfect specimen of this cent sold for $119. The general design of 
liberty-cap on pole continued until 1796. In 1794, at least fifty-four dies were 
used at the Mint, creating that many distinct varieties. These have been 
classified and portrayed by Mr. Ed. Frossard of New York and Dr. Maris of 
Philadelphia, and their works are standard authorities on the subject. There 
are a number of collectors who make a specialty of these varieties of 1794 cents, 
and we have two here, namely: Mr. Henry Phelps of the Agricultural Bureau 
and Mr. W. W. Hayes of the Pension Office. Mr. Hayes, after a long search 
and much outlay, has succeeded in obtaining forty-eight of the fifty-four 
varieties; and lately, through me, has become the owner of an additional un- 
classified and un-noticed variety, which may be unique. I may add that a 
complete and perfect set of these 1794 cents is not known to exist." 

"Why were there so many varieties?" 

"It was because United States coins were then struck by hand and not by 
steam, as now. This rule prevailed until 1836; and the outfit of the Mint in 
those days was crude and imperfect. Dies broke more or less quickly and had 
to be replaced; and in the re-cutting of these, many peculiarities and small 
variances occurred, which are now noted. One of the cents which is prized by 
collectors is the fillet-head cent, which came in in 1796 and lasted until 1807. 

In this range appeared two of the rarest cents in the whole of the United States 
series. These are those of 1799 and 1804. Of the latter series, one 


- 183 - 


absolutely perfect cent was sold for $300.; and of the 1799 date, a perfect 
unworn specimen is not known in the world, and if such a coin were to come 
upon the market, it would command from $500. to $1 ,000. Common specimens 
of both of the above dates are obtainable for a dollar or two . A dealer now 
advertises a perfect uncirculated cent of 1806 for $100. In his catalogue, 
just below this, a cent of the same date and marked as in Very Good condition 
is offered for $5. and a Poor one could be supplied for ten cents. It is not 
altogether the date of the coin that gives it extraordinary value. It is primarily 
the condition which is considered unique, txit a ’find' of a dozen or more in 
perfect condition would depreciate the price." 

I have looked over some perfect cents of Mr. Collins' collection, and was 
warned to hold them very carefully by the edge. As I picked up some of 1794, 
1797, and 1801, Mr. Collins said: "These cents are perfect, and their value 
is from $20. to $50. each, though a legible one of the same dates, slightly 
worn, can be bought for from 20 to 50 cents each. We have to be very careful 
not to get the electro-types which were turned out some years ago and which 
were surreptitiously put upon the market. Look at this cent of 1799. It is very 
good, but not perfect. I thought I had a sure thing of a perfect one three years 
ago, and a storekeeper told me that a neighboring tobaccoist had a valuable 1799 
coin, but that he wanted $50. for it. I went to his shop. He was out. I sat 
down and waited. I asked him if he had any old coins. He replied that he had 
one of 1799 and that no less than $50. would buy it. He said that he had 
frequently refused $25. for it, and that its conditon was perfect. I supposed 
that it was a 1799 cent. I gasped in my eagerness as I asked him to produce 
it. He took out of his safe a most carefully wrapped and boxed ten dollar gold 
eagle of 1799. I was disgusted. I told him that I could easily furnish two others 
of the same kind for $25.; and that had it been a cent of the same date and 
conditon, I would have been glad to give him his $50. He was incredulous, but 
I can buy a dozen of such gold eagles for $11. or $12. apiece, whereas such a 
cent in perfect condition does not exist, and I could resell it for several hundred 
dollars. Such disappointments are common to numismatists. A friend of mine 
thought that he had a dead-sure thing of an 1804 dollar. He spent $30. in 
traveling expenses to the old lady who got it in the year of her birth and who 
said it had never gone out of her family. He found it to be a Spanish dollar of 
1 804 - worth just 88 cents ! 

"In 1808, a new design was adopted for the American cent, and it was 
continued until 1814. These cents are known as Indian-head cents; and they 
are all rare in perfect condition, especially those of 1809 and 1811. One of 
the 1809 cents sold in the Crosby sale for $60.; and as an evidence of the in- 
creasing value of perfect cents, the following extract from the price-sale 
catalogue of the Mackenzie collection, sold in New York in June, 1869, gives 
the history of an 1811 cent. It is marked Lot 653 and described as follows: 
'Uncirculated. The finest cent of this date I have met with. 

This cent was purchased by Mr. Leavitt of Cincinnati at 
the sale of Mr. Cook's coins in Boston for $12.50. When 
I sold Mr. Leavitt's coins, it was purchased by Mr. 

Lightbody for $25.; and when I sold his collection, Mr. 

Mackenzie bought it for $45. ' 

It realized at this sale $72.50." 

5|t:)C5|c********J|t* 
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A CLOSER LOOK AT HALF CENTS 


Milton B. Pfeffer 

To encourage more discussion among half cent collectors, I have put 
together my notes of different die states which, so far as I can tell, were 
not previously published and hence were new to me. This is not to say, 
necessarily, that the material was previously unknown. The more one talks 
with other "copper men", the more certain one becomes that there is much 
half cent observation, now oral, which ought to be put down on paper and made 
available to those who find pleasure in it and who, in turn, could add even more 
to the fund of facts and ideas . 

So, herewith are my notes, and I shall welcome members' views of my 
comments . 

1795 G-6, CMM-5a. 


Reverse: A break from the bottom of U in UNITED to the leaf below. 
1795 G-5, CMM-6a. 


Reverse: A break from the left side of D in UNITED, appearing again 
on the right side of D and perhaps extending to the top, left side of S in 
STATES. 

1804 G-6, CMM-1 . 

Reverse: A break from the right serif at the top of F in HALF into the 
first A of AMERICA and possibly extending through the left side of the A, 
near the top. 

1804 G-7, CMM-8. 

1804 G-5, CMM-9. 

1804 G-4, CMM-1 0. 

Reverse: A short, vertical break from the top serif of the middle member 
of E in STATES to the top member of E, immediately above the serif. I have 
not been able to determine whether there is any change in condition of the 
break, even though this reverse die was used with three different obverses. 
Possibly it is a flaw, rather than a break. 

1804 G-2, CMM-1 3 

Reverse: (1 ) A short break from the tip of the inside leaf closest to the 
H of HALF diagonally upwards to the H. I do not find this in the other half 
cent marriages involving the same reverse die. (1804 G-3, CMM-1 2; 

1805 G-1 , CMM-1; and 1806 G-1 , CMM-1 2). 
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(2) In addition, I find a very faint, diffuse line that seems to connect the 
tops of OF. If this is not an idiosyncrasy peculiar to my specimen, it could 
be a break, or a flaw, or merely the remnant of an engraver's arc (as, I 
believe, on the 1829 half cent), which was used as an aid for placement of 
the legend. The fact that this reverse has a center dot, indicating the use of 
a compaiss, lends credence to that possibility. Again, I have not found this 
condition on the other half cents with the same reverse. I hope I have not 
been guilty of violating my rule that, in scanning coin surfaces, one may use 
much light and much magnification, but very little imagination. 

1805 G-2, CMM-4. 

Obverse: (1) The break under LIBERTY does not end at Y, but continues 
into the field and extends to the border at the right. In my specimen, the 
last millimeter to the border is faint. (2) There also seems to be a new 
break from the right stand of the numeral 1 in 1 805 to the bottom of the 8 . 

Reverse: In the numeral 2 of the fraction, a small delta-shaped 
break connects the beginning of the loop of the 2 with the left side of the down 
stroke. In addition, a short, straight break connects the right side of the 
down stroke with the left corner of the serif at the bottom of the 2 . The 
effect of the two breaks is to connect the beginning and the end of the 2, 
forming a peculiar 8. 

1 808 G-1 , CMM-2 . 

1808 G-2, CMM-3 . 

Reverse: (1) There is a small break from the tip of the fourth outside 
leaf on the right, taking a diagonal course, upwards and to the right. I have 
not seen enough comparable specimens to say that the break is extended on 
some more than others. (2) At the border above the left tip of T in UNITED 
(on the "normal" variety, G-2, CMM-3), there is sometimes a faint line 
whose course is downwards and to the left, into the side of I. Gilbert may 
have seen an extension of this break when he referred to "a faint crack from 
border through I in UNITED to wreath ***" 

1810 G-1 , CMM-1 . 

Obverse: The 0 in 1810 appears to be repunched, as there is a short, 
circular mark on the lower, left side of the 0. 

1 825 G-1 , CMM-2 . 

Obverse: Gilbert reports "a crack from point of 2nd star on left to 
border" . The word "left" is probably an error, and should be "right". 

The crack should not be confused with the marks evidencing a repunching 
of the star . 
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Reverse: A faint break or flaw through the topmost inside berry, at 

its bottom, beginning at the leaf to the left of the berry and extending to the 
leaf at the right of the berry. It is strongest on the left side of the berry. 

1828 G-3, CMM-2. 

Reverse: (1) A diagonal break from border above the right side of N 
in UNITED, through the letter I and into the bottom of T, and finally ending 
at the outside leaf on the left side of the wreath. (2) There is a line starting 
near the lower, inside left member of A in STATES, proceeding diagonally 
upwards to the right, through the right member of the A, and thence through 
the upper left corner of the cross-member of T . This could be a break, or, 
since the letters were repunched, a die flaw that was created during the 
strengthening process. (3) F of HALF is sometimes filled. 

1828 G-1, CMM-3. 

Reverse: A short break from the bottom leaf over H of HALF extend- 

ing towards the H . 

1829 G-1 , CMM-1 . 

Reverse: (1) The "crack" that Gilbert noted through the C of CENT is 
sometimes greater than he described, extending to a point slightly above the 
outside edge of the highest leaf, that is, below the E in UNITED. 

(2) There is a second flaw or break to the right of the commonly known one 
through the C . It may be seen above the first inside leaf (on the left) and 
below the first outside leaf (also on the left). (3) Additional small pro- 
jections will be found at the top of A in HALF, diagonally upwards to the 
right; and at the lower right serif of E in CENT, going diagonally down to 
the right. 

1832 G-2, CMM-1 . 


Reverse: Beneath the left edge of the so-called accessory E (which is 
found lurking under the leaves below E of STATES) there is a mark that 
suggests the start of still another letter or numeral. This is not peculiar 
to my specimen, but it can best be seen on a sharp, uncirculated strike. 

Send any comments you have directly to Milton B. Pfeffer, Esq. , 

1 East 57th Street, New York City, New York, 10022. 
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AARON R. FELDMAN RETIRES! 


For those of you who missed the notice in the Coin Section of The 
New York TIMES for Sunday, July 29, let it be recorded here that 
R Feldman, professional numismatist, exonumist, and numisma ic o 
specialist, has reluctantly accepted the classification of being "semi- 
retired" Aaron was hospitalized at Roosevelt Hospital in March, and is 
now convalescing at the home of relatives . He can be reached c/o S . Levitz, 
700 Scarsdale Avenue, Scarsdale, New York, 10582. Because of his 
illness, Aaron has difficulty in writing or typing. 

Aaron is a loyal EAC member and an avid reader of PENNY-WISE, which 
Is a sincere tribute to our bulletin, as Aaron is best known fbr his phrase 
"Buy the book before the coin! " On more than one occasion, Aaron took 
quantities of his books with him from the east to the west coasts , so as to 
supply ardent numismatic students with sufficient reference books to learn 
more about the hobby. The cost of transportation for the books alone was 
over $600. to ship the books from New York City to Los Angeles, leaving 
little profit even if all were sold, but it was always Aaron's desire to serve 
the real numismatists . 

Aaron tells us that he has other personal numismatic material which 
he now wants to dispose of. His stock of books and numismatic journals, 
valued at more than $15,000. , has been turned over to Swann Galleries, 

117 East 24th Street, New York City and will be disposed of through an 
auction sale in Cctober. 


************* 
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THE EARLY CENT REVISION - PART 4 
The Early Cent Revision Committee 


Herewith is the revision data for the 1795 series. The market factor is 5. 

S-73 R6- Basic value $3 . 45-25-20-20-15-15. 45 Lardner-Hines; 

25 French-Downing; 20 Gies-ANS; 20 reported; 1 5 several, including 
Newcomb, Williams, Ruby — Superior sale of 2/74. It is possible that there 
are duplications among the reported 20-coin and the three 1 5-coin listed . 

After these, we know of at least two 12-coins. 

S-74 R 4 Basic value $1 .75. 70-70-60-60-50-50. 70 Winsor- 
Wurtzbach; 70 Newcomb-Clarke; 60 Miller-Beckwith— Sears— Clapp— ANS; 

60 Clarke; 50 several, including Sawicki, NN 59, NN sale of 3/73. 

S-75 R3 Basic value $1 .50. 70-65-65-65-65-65. 70 French-Clarke; 

65 Brand-Mathewson; 65 Clarke-Sears; 65 new, from England; 65 Clark- 
1964 ANA sale; 65 NN sale of 3/73. 

S-76a R5 Basic value $2 .25 . 70-50-35-35-30-30. 70 Winsor- 

Wurtzbach-Brand-Pierce; 50 Ellsworth-Newcomb-ANS; 35 Stack's 9/54; 

35 new; 30 Warfield (40, but counterstamped); 30 reported. 

S-76b R1 Basic value $1 . 70-65-65-65-65-65. We run into a problem 

with this variety, and the problem will come up again on S-119, 123,135, and 
possibly others. Many are known in MS65, but the number of MS70's extant 
is strictly guesswork. We will adopt the conservative viewpoint of listing as 
MS70, only specific cents known to us as true 70-coins. 70 French-Clarke; 

65 many. 

NC2. R8 Unique. 2-0. Discovered by Walter Breen, sold in the 
Merkin sale of 3/69. Struck over T.A.L. cent. For details, see PENNY- 
WISE, Vol. Ill, pages 57 and 185. 

S-77 R4- Basic value $1 .25. 60-55-55-50-40-35. 60 New com b- 

Wurtzbach; 55 Ellsworth-ANS; 55 Dupont; 50 Clapp-ANS; 40 Newcomb- 
Clarke; 35 several, including Hines-Downing, Schwartz-Gallo-Masters . 

S _78 Ri Basic value $1 . 70-70-65-65-65-65. 70 French 93- Glarke; 

70 Beckwith-Ghapman-Glarke-ANS; 65 several, including Earle-Gaskill, 
Dupont, Ruby - Superior 2/74, Downing-Landau-S tack's , Schwartz- 
Helfenstein . 

S-79 R7+ Basic value speculative. Six now known. 1 0-8-6-5-5-X . 

10 McGirk-ANS; 8 Book-Newcomb; 6 Downing, offered for sale by dealer 
Alan Brotman 1973; 5 Proskey-Hines; 5 McKinney sale 12/63; X Fine 
sharpness, holed, brockage. Downing-Ruby-Superior 2/74. 

NCI R8 Basic value speculative. Two known, both struck on planchets 
that are larger and thinner than those of S-80. 30-2. 30 Newcomer— Hines- 
Downing; 2 Thurlow. 
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S-80 R6- Basic value $22 . 35-25-20-15-15-15. 35 Randall 

Fernsmith-Hills-Clapp-ANS; 25 Parmelee-Earle-Proskey-Hines; 20 re- 
ported- 15 Dupont; 1 5 Chase Manhattan Bank; 15 Young. In addition, dealer 
Joe Flb^n recently advertised a VF35. We have not seen this coin, nor do we 
know of its history. 

1796 - Market Factor = 2. 

S-81 R3 Basic value $3.50. 65-60-60-55-55-50. 65 French-Clarke; 

60 Hines-Sheldon-Clarke; 60 Mickley-Earle-Ellsworth-Gilbert-Bement- 
Proskey-Hines; 55 ANS; 55 Miles; 50 several, including Deetz-ANS, 

Downing, Clarke. 

S-82 R4+ Basic value $4. 65-55-50-45-25-25. 65 French-Clarke; 

55 new; 50 listed; 45 Jones-ANS; 25 several, including Newcomb-Sawicki. 

S-83 R5- Basic value $4.50. 65-60-55-55-35-35. 65 Hall-Winsor- 

French-Brand-Wurtzbach; 60 Ellsworth-ANS; 55 Dupont; 55 French 100- 
Lotus Sullivan 377; 35 several. 

S-84 R3 Basic value $3.50. 65-65-60-60-60-60. 65 Jackman-French- 
Clarke; 65 Ellsworth-ANS; 60 several, including French-Clarke-Sloss, 

Cohen sale 6/68, Newcomb-Deetz-Peterson. 

S-85 R5+ Basic value $5. Usually weak at lower obverse and upper 

reverse. 55-40-30-20-20-15. 55 French-Stemberg-Clarke; 40 Gies- 
Clapp-ANS; 30 listed; 20 listed; 20 new; 15 several, including Dupont, 
Gilbert-Hines, Downing-Warfield . 

S-86 R5+ Basic value $5.50. A little rarer than S-85. Reverse 

usually weak. 50-50-50-35-20-20. 50 French-Clarke; 50 French-Mehl; 

35 Hines-Downing; 20 Kagin #297; 20 Breen-Ruby-Superior 2/74. In 
addition, a new 25-coin has been reported. 

S-87 R3 Basic value $3.50. Possibly the commonest 1796 Liberty Cap. 
60-55-50-50-45-45. 60 French-Holland; 55 Hines; 50 Book-ANS; 50 
Stack's 2/68; 45 Hines-Downing; 45 French-Clarke. 

S-88 R4 Basic value $4. 55-30-25-25-20-20. 55 Proskei^Hines- 

Downing; 30 Stack's 1/69; 25 Newcomb-ANS, may be only VF20; 25 new; 

20 NASC sale 2/68; 20 several, including French-Merkin 10/66, Clapp, 
Sternberg, Dupont. 

S-89 R3 Basic value $3.50. 35-30-30-25-25-20. 35 Proskey-Hines; 

30 Macallister-Green-ANS; 30 French 108; 25 Newcomb-Clapp-ANS; 

25 Davis— Graves; 20 several. In addition, the Deetz sale (Stack's, 1946) 
had one listed as "XF"; this may be the French coin. 

S-90 R6 Basic value $7.50. 60-55-55-35-20-15. 60 French-Clarke; 

55 Brand-Downing; 55 Miller-Gies— ANS; 35 Young; 20 new; 15 listed. 

S-91 R3 Basic value $3.50. 65-60-60-60-60-60. 65 England; 60 

Proskey-Hines— Clarke; 60 French— Clarke; 60 Gies— ANS; 60 Warfield, 
double-struck; 60 Newcomb. 

S-92 R3+ Basic value $3.25. Usually seen with rounded rims . 

55-50-50-50-50-45. 55 England-Bitler sale; 50 Proskey-Hines; 50 Jackman- 

Sloss; 50 Book-ANS; 50 Newcomb; 45 several, including Thomas-ANS, Pearl. 
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NC1 R7- Basic value $15. At least nine now known. 30-15-12-12-10- 
10. 30 Miller-Hines; 15 listed j 12 Clapp-ANSj 12 listed; 10 Young; 10 new. 
The others are VG8, G6, and "VF, but 'improved' ", this last from Kagin 
#297 and previous sales. 

S-93 R3 Basic value $3 . 65-65-65-60-60-60 . 65 French-Clarke; 

65 Beckwith-Book-ANS; 65 Williams; 60 Zabriskie-Bement-Gaskill; 60 
Sears-ANS; 60 Newcomb. 

S-94 R6- Basic value $7.50. Reverse rim usually very weak. 

40-40-25-20-15-12. 40 Book-ANS; 40 1957 ANA sale; 25 Clarke; 20 
Williams; 15 Hines-Downing; 12 several, including Newcomb, Hines. 

S-95 R6 Basic value $10. 45-35-30-25-15-15. 45 French-Clarke; 

35 Williams; 30 Hills-ANS; 25 Clapp-ANS; 15 Hines-Downing-Peterson- 
Kagin-Ruby-Superior 2/74; 15 new. 

NC2 R7+ Basic value speculative. Six known. 40-15-10-5-5-3. 

40 Wilson; 15 1957 ANA sale; 10 listed; 5 new; 5 Bluestone-ANS; 

3 Newcomb- Boyd. 

S-96 R7- Basic value $17.50. 20-12-12-8-8-8. We can account for 

twelve, as follows: 20 Kagin; 12 new; 12 Tru-Value Coin Co.; 8 Hines; 

8 EXipont; 8 Newcomb-Downing; 8 Macallister-ANS; 7 Mehl; 7 Bluestone- 
ANS; 5 Mowery-Ruby-Superior 2/74; 4 Van Rodin; 2 Warfield. 

NC3 R7- Basic value $15. 30 - 15 - 15 - 8 - 8 - 8 . At least nine now known, 

as follows: 30 French; 15 French; 15 new; 8 listed; 8 Clapp-ANS; 8 new, 
heavy rim break at TES; 6 Newcomb; 4 new; 3 Crosby-Mayfield-Macmurray 
sale (Stack's, 1959). 

Order of emission of Obverse 8 marriages: 94, NC2, 96, NC3, 93, 95. 

S-97. R3 Basic value $3. 60-50-45-40-35-35. 60ANS; 50 Clarke; 

45 listed; 40 listed; 35 several, including Dupont, Clapp-ANS, Williams- 
Gaskill . 

S-98 R4+ Basic value $3.50. 65-60-55-50-45-35. 65 Brown-ANS; 

60 Dupont; 55 Newcomb-Clarke; 50 new; 45 listed; 35 Schwartz. 

S-99 R6- Basic value $6.25. 50-40-25-15-12-12. 50 Miles; 40 
Elder-Hines; 25 Newcomb-ANS; 15 Warfield; 12 several, including Barclay- 
Hines, Dupont, Schwartz. 

NC4 R6+ Basic value $12.50. Perhaps 16 to 18 are now known. 
•12-12-10-10-6-5. 12 new; 12 new; 10 Williams-Clapp-ANS; 10 French's 
#90 3/67; 6 new; 5 French-Tice; 5 Proskey-Hines. The others: at least 
three in G4, two in AG3, two in Fair2, 2 in BS1 . 

S-100 R6 Basic value $10. 50-45-30-25-20-15. 50 new; 45 French- 

Clarke; 30 Williams; 25 Clapp-ANS; 20 new; 1 5 Wallace-Masters . 

S-101 R5- Basic value $4.50 . 60-50-45-35-30-30 . 60 French-Green- 
Clarke; 50 listed; 45 Hills-Raymond-ANS; 35 new; 30 French; 30 new. 

S-102 R4+ Basic value $q. 50. 45-45-40-35-30-30. 45 French-Clarke; 
45 Gies-Lehrman-ANS; 40 Williams; 35 listed, probably Proskey-Hines; 

30 Macallister-ANS; 30 Merkin 10/72. 
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S-103 R4+ Basic value $6.25. 55-50-50-45-30-30. 55 Proskey-Hines; 

50 NN 59j 50 Schwartz — 1964 ANA sale; 45 Newcomb— Clarke; 30 Raymond— 
Clapp-ANS; 30 Dupont. 

S-104 R3+ Basic value $5 . 55-45-45-40-30-30. 55 Proskey-Hines; 

45 Gaskill; 45 listed; 40 Collins-ANS; 30 Newcomb-Holmes, and several 
others are reported. 

S--105 R6- Basic value $7 .50. 65-25-15-15-12-10. 65 Miller-Hines; 

25 Williams; 15 Schwartz; 15 new; 12 new; 10 several, including Elder- ^ 
ANS. In addition, a 30-coin is offered in Kagin #297 . We have not seen this 

coin, however. 

S— 106 R5— Basic value $4.50. 60—60—60—55—50—25. 60 listed; 

60 Macallistei — ANS, may be only AU55; 60 Newcomb; 55 French-Clarke; 

50 Hines-Clarke; 25 new. 

S-107. R6 Basic value $10. 20-15-12-12-10-10. 20 Book-ANS; 

15 McGirk-Wurtzbach-Downing; 12 Proskey-Hines; 12 Miller-Hines, broken 
die; 10 new; 1 0 Newcomb-Dupont— Ruby-Superior 2/74, counterstamped . 

S-108 R3+ Basic value $3.25. 65-50-40-30-30-25. 65 Clarke; 50 

Sears-ANS; 40 Jenks-ANS; 30 Gaskill; 30 Downing; 25 Ellsworth-ANS . 

S-109 R4 Basic value $3.50. 60-50-50-35-30-30. 60 Sargent-Proskey- 

Hines; 50 Jensen-ANS; 50 new- 35 Hines-Downing; 30 several, including 
Clapp-ANS . 

R2 Basic value $3. IB of LIBERTY closer than on Obv. 20. 
70—55—50—40—40—40. 70 Newcomb; 55 Newcomb— Clarke; 50 Deetz; 40 several, 
including Dupont, Mathewson, Raymond-ANS . 

S-11 1 R5- Basic value $4. IB distant and bases of RT even. 

60-35-30-30-25-25. 60 Newcomb-Williams; 35 Craig; 30 Schwartz; 

30 Van Roden; 25 Hines; 25 Merkin 3/69. 

NC5 R8 Basic value speculative. Four known. 25-15-4-3. 

25 Newcomb-ANS; 15 new; 4 listed; 3 new. 

S-11 2. R5+ Basic value $5 . 60-50-50-45-40-30. 60 Green-Sargent- 

Proskey-Hines; 50 Gaskill; 50 Newcomb; 45 Clapp-ANS; 40 NN 50; 30 
Listed. In addition, the Straus-Masters coin is 45 but plugged, and another 
40-coin is reported. 

S-113. R6- Basic value $7.50. 40-35-35-30-30-20. 40 Sears-ANS; 

35 new; 35 Clarke; 30 Williams-Book-ANS; 30 Davis-Graves; 20 several, 
including Gaede-ANS . 

S-114. R5 Basic value $4.75. 50-50-40-40-30-25. Struck after 
NC5 of 1797. 50 Davis-Graves; 50 Book-ANS; 40 Taylor; 40 new; 

30 Newcomb-Bluestone; 25 several, including French-Clarke, Downing. 

S_115 R4 Basic value $3.50. 45-40-40-25-25-20. Rim break develops 

over AM. 45 Raymond-ANS; 40 Proskey-Hines; 40 new; 25 Davis-Graves; 

25 Jenkins-Book-ANS; 20 several, including Jenkins-Book-ANS , Hines- 
Gaskill . 
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S-116 R6- Basic value $6.25. 30-25-25-25-20-15. 30 new; 

25 French; 25 Raymond-ANS; 25 new; 20 Clapp-Book; 15 several, including 
French-Hines-ANA 1957, Schwartz. In addition, a new 20-coin is reported. 

S-117 R5+ Basic value $6.25. 55-40-25-15-15-15. Typographical 

error in PENNY-WHIMSY: right stem points to right foot UNITED 

characteristically weak and planchets rough . One known with heavy break 
through RTY. 55 new, from England; 40 NN 59; 25 Stack's 1/69; 15 listed; 
15 listed; 15 listed. 

NC6 R8 Unique. 3-0. Obverse 25, Reverse Y . Discovered at the 
1 970 ANA convention . 

S-118. R6- Basic value $8.75. 55-50-30-25-20-15. 55 Brown-ANS; 

50 upgrading of listed 40-coin; 30 Proskey-Hines; 25 Young; 20 new; 

15 new. 

S-119. R3 Basic value $3.75. Many are known in MS65, but we have 
never seen a true 70-coin of this variety . It may well be that none ever 
existed, even when freshly minted. 

(To be continued.) 


THE NATIVES ARE RESTLESS - 


EACers are the most mobile people in the world. They're always moving 

to a different address no doubt, they're looking for even more fertile 

hunting grounds in which to turn up fresh new specimens of large cents . 
We're happy to include those who have moved since our last issue. 


Stanley Apfelbaum 

Aaron R. Feldman 

James H. Goudge 
Roger Hurlburt 

Thomas W. Lapp 
Barton M . Leaf 
LTC Dan A. Mowles 
C. Douglas Smith 


President, First Co investors, Inc., 

200 I. U. Willets Road, Albertson, N. Y. 

c/o S. Levitz, 700 Scarsdale Avenue, 
Scarsdale, N . Y. 

P. O. Box 411, Canoga Park, California 

1951 N. Meridian Road, Apt. 26, 
Tallahassee, Florida 

9307 Lowell, Overland Park, Kansas 

3816Asbury Place, Birmingham, Alabama 

349 Academy Street, Salem, Virginia 

The Chessie System, Rm. 317, 

1 50 East 42nd Street, New York, N . Y. 


11507 

10583 

91305 

32303 

66212 

35243 

24153 

10017 
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NEW MEMBERS 


The following individuals have joined EAC since the last issue of 
PENNY-WISE. We are happy to welcome them aboard and we invite 
to participate in all the affairs of the organization including material 
comments for inclusion in future issues of P-W, 


William D. Barnes 
Dave Berg 
Alan Brotman 
Tye Buxton 
Michael J . Carberry 
Stuart E . Clayton 
Austin B. Cox 
Jerry B. DeVorkin 
Edward J . Fox 
Myles Z . Gerson 
Martin Gold 
Dr. David Halperin 


Wateford, Connecticut 
P.O. Box 09069, Cleveland, Ohio 
P.O. Box 267, Owings Mills, Maryland 
P.O. Box 52, Nashville, Tennessee 
34 Keys Drive, Peabody, Mass. 

2936 Janet Circle "A", Columbus, Ohio 

104-60 Queens Blvd., Forest Hills, N.Y. 

P.O. Box 128, Mishawaka, IN 

13018 Old Stagecoach Road, Laurel, MD 

630 Argyle, Flossmoor, IL 

8427 Reading Ave., Los Angeles, California 

5020 Circle Road, Montreal 248, Quebec, 

Canada 


J . Howard Hannemann 
Leslie L. Heilbronner 
Thomas S . Katman 
William L. Kopp 
Douglas M . McHenry 
Philip M. Mann, Jr. 

J . A . Mitchell 
Paul Munson 
John J . Nicholas, Jr. 
Jack C . Nieburger 
FrederickC. Ouellette 
Jeff Sharp 
James E. Skalbe 
Glenn S . Thompson 
Richard Tirrell 
Bruce Todd 

A. Dean Tomlinson, Jr. 
Sam Ungar 
Leon A. Van Horn 
Doug Walcott 
Gerald O . Warner 
William J . Withers, Jr 
E. L. Zander 

Edward M . Zuckowski 
Kenneth Whiting 


34 Murray Drive, Cape Elizabeth, Maine 
P.O. Box 172, Perry, N.Y. 

907 Phillips Road, Warminster, PA 
6 Yellowstone Court, Madison Wisconsin 
2514 Aster Street, San Diego, California 
R. 1, Box 31 , Northfield, Mass. 

1490 Hillsdale Drive, Flint, Michigan 
P.O. Box 658, Claremont N . H . 

6426 Beechwood Drive, Columbia, MD 
22740 Allesandro, Edgemont, California 
7A Forest Drive, Seabrook, N.H. 

1635 Division St., #1, Corvallis, Oregon 
30 Fremont Street, Winthrop, MA 
2900 Fairview Road #59, Hollister, Calif. 
Box 711 , Allerton, Mass. 

301 Bryn Mawr, Bradenton, Florida 
. P.O. Box 121, East Bridgewater, Mass. 
2417 LaFayette Blvd., Norfolk, Virginia 
Route 4, Augusta, Maine 
Route 5, Carmel, N.Y. 

R.D. No. 3, Troy, Pennsylvania 

7618 Donny Terrace , Kingsville, MD 
Pickwick Arms Apts . , 522 La Verne Street, 
Redlands, California 
4527 S. Kachina Drive, Tempe, Arizona 
432 Glendale Milford Road, Loveland, Ohio 


them 

and 


06385 
441 09 
21117 
37202 
01960 
43209 
11375 
46544 
20810 
60422 
90045 


04107 

14530 

18974 

53705 

92109 

01360 

48504 

03743 

21046 

92508 

03874 

97330 

02152 

95023 

02045 

33507 

02333 

23509 

04330 

10512 

16947 

21087 

92373 

85282 

45140 
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ANSWERS TO THE PENNY QUIZ ON THE 1794's 
WHICH APPEARED IN LAST ISSUE 

Bob Schuman, M.D. 

A total of only three responses were received to the "Penny Quiz on the 
1794’s" which appeared in the last issue of PENNY-WISE (p. 141 , #37). 
Perhaps it was indeed too specialized for the general collector (the quiz was 
originally conceived for a "1794 only" publication), but I had hoped to receive 
more responses from some of the 1794 large cent specialists. However, I 
did receive a note from Darwin Palmer, who was in the midst of moving and 
unpacking and did not have access to his references . Dane Nielsen is also 
excused, inasmuch as I had discussed some of the questions and answers with 
him beforehand. In any case, I certainly enjoyed preparing the quiz; and I 
also learned how ambiguous some seemingly straight-forward questions can 
turn out to be. 

Answers to the quiz were submitted by John Adams, Gordon Wrubel, and 
Dr. Lapp. John and Gordy fiad nine correct answers out of ten; and although 
Dr. Lapp's mark was not quite that high, he submitted many very excellent 
answers including references to previous articles in P-W. Also, interestingly 
enough, he answered correctly the one question which both John and Gordy 
missed. My appreciation goes out to all three; and if I'm not abusing an old 
joke, it might be said that while Doc Lapp came in second, John and Gordy 
could only tie for next to last. 

Now, on to the answers! 

1 . What is the Smith cent? 

This is one of those questions which was too ambiguous. My original 
reference was to the H. P. Smith Hays 2 (S-19), now the finest known S-19a. 
It was "special" because it was the only light-colored, high grade Hays 2 
known to Sheldon. 

However, I do feel that the question was misleading, since the NC4 of 
1794 (S-17b) was discovered by C. Douglas Smith and might be called the 
Smith cent. Certainly, the coin is special, in that it is unique. Credit was 
given for either of the above answers. 

I might also add that Dr. Lapp astutely noted that my question could con- 
ceivably refer to Smith of Ann Street (see P-W #7, 7/15/68, page 120), a 
producer of sngraved alterations to 1793 of 1794 and 1795 lettered edge cents. 

2. Who was Collins? 

This question refers to Benjamin Collins, an old-time large cent dealer 
and collector. A short biographical sketch of Collins appeared previously in 
p_W (see P-W #13, 7/15/69, page 138). However, this sketch does not men- 
tion Collins' greatest contribution to numismatics, that of discovering the 
AU50 Hays 1 in England in 1890, bringing it to this country, then to George 
Clapp, and ultimately to ANS . 
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3. Which is the "Hays variety"? 


In spite of the fact that a number of varieties were discovered by 
W. W. Hays, the only one to bear his name as such is Hays 27 (S-33), more 
commonly known as the Wheel Spoke reverse. The coin was discovered by 
Hays in 1 888 . 

4. Which coin shows crudely re-tooled hair on both the Hays' (1893) and 
Gilbert (1910) plates? 

Any one owning a copy of Hays or Gilbert could answer this one easily. 
It is the Hays 49 (S-62) . It is amazing to me that such a coin could find its 
way into the Hays collection to begin with, and even more amazing that 
seventeen years later it still had not been recognized . Does any one know 
the present whereabouts of this coin? 

5 . Which is the only variety which was known to Maris and originally un- 
known to Hays? 

This would be the S-50. The coin was Maris 48, but for some reason 
was not included in the original Hays fifty-six. This was corrected in 1910 
by Elder (and Gilbert) by adding three new varieties: the Hays 57 (S-50), 
the Hays 58 (S-53), and the Hays 59 (S-37). 

6. Which coin brought the highest price in the Warfield sale? 


Once again, sloppy wording caused some minor confusion on this question 
I actually meant "Which large cent in the Warfield consignment brought the 
highest price?" The answer is Lot 154, S-17a, ex Hays, Gilbert, Granberg, 
Woodin, Newcomb, Sheldon, Downing, at $215. I found this particularly 
interesting in view of the fact that Lot 199 was a VG Jefferson Cent which 
brought $80. in 1955 but which sold for $1 ,700. in the Masters sale, 1971 . 
Other close competitors, price-wise, were Lot 210, 1796 S-91 , MS60 and 
double struck at 20° at $205.; 1799 S-188 in Fine at $182.50; and 1804 
S-266 XF at $187.50. 

One other fact of interest involves this question, and that is the identity 
of the purchaser of the S-17a. Certainly, no level-headed old timer would 
have paid such a price in 1 955 . It was a young West Coast lad who outdid the 
pro's that day. In the interest of national security (haven't I heard that some 
where before?), his name shall remain anonymous. However, his initials are 
Del Bland . Yes ! He was doing it even then ! ! 

7. Who discovered the 1794 NC3? 

Ebenezer Gilbert discovered the 1794 NC3 in 1912. This coin was a 
VG8 and is now housed in ANS . A second example turned up in the Steams 
sale in December, 1966, Lot No. 325, in Fine 15. This coin brought $1,250. 

at that time. 
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8. Which coin did Newcomb and French supposedly trade even-up? 

According to Sheldon in EARLY AMERICAN CENTS, page 93, both 
French and Newcomb had a Hays 25 (S— 27) in about VG10 and they traded 
them even up. Whether or not this occurred during their femous Old Cent 
Whist match, I don’t know. If any one has any more information on this one, 
please let me know. 

9 . Which 1 794 cent has been called the Gilbert variety? 

It has been previously noted here that the S-50 was known to Maris but 
unknown to Hays. Since the variety was subsequently described by Gilbert, 
the S-50 has been called the "Gilbert variety". 

10. Approximately how long has the Starred Reverse cent of 1794 been known? 

This is a controversial question. Dr. Lapp wrote an article on the S-48 
in PENNY-WISE No. 13, 7/15/69, page 110. In the article. Dr. Lapp re- 
counted the Ghapman version of the discovery as described by Chapman in his 
1926 text THE UNITED STATES CENTS OF THE YEAR 1794. Henry C. 
Chapman was supposed to have discovered the coin in the presence of Dr. 
Maris in 1877. 

However, according to Sheldon and others, this was not the first know- 
ledge of the famous variety. As John Adams has so aptly put it, "Per Lyman 
Low, the ’Starred Reverse’ was possessed and commented on by A. J. 

Gilbert prior to 1850." While quite possibly true, this statement can also be 
read as an oblique jibe at Low’s greatest competitor, Henry Chapman. At 
that time. Chapman was loudly proclaiming his role as discoverer, and he 
referred to the Hays 8 as the "Chapman variety" . Take your pick! 

************* 


A REMINDER 

Dues for a full year of membership in EAC are $10. and are pro-rated 
on the number of issues of PENNY-WISE yet to be published during the year. 
The $10. dues includes all six issues for the year; if 5 issues remain, the 
dues are $8.50; if4, then$7.; if 3, they are $5 , ; if 2, the dues are $3 . 50; 
and if only one, then $2. No back issues of the bulletin can be forwarded 
when one joins. A new member is entitled to receive only those issues still 
due to be published after his dues have been paid. PENNY-WISE is issued 
on January 15, March 15, May 15, July 15, September 15, and November 15. 
Surplus copies become available from time to time and are advertised in the 
bulletin at a price of $2.00 each, postpaid. Several EAC members have made 
Xerox reprints of any or all the previous bulletins available at very reason- 
able costs . 
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DR. CHARLES RUBY COLLECTION PART I featuring U.S. Coinage will be held February 18-20, 1974. 

This is the most complete collection of U.S. Large Cents ever to be offered at public auction— 301 different varieties 
and subvarieties. Includes all serial varieties and subvarieties except 1793 S-15 and 1801 S-217. Includes two NC's: 

1793 NC-4; 1803 NC-1. 

SOME HIGHLIGHTS 
1793 S-2, Choice VF-30 Chain Cent 
1793 S-7, F-12, Double Dot over I of LIBERTY, Unique 
1793 NC-4, VG-7, Second Finest of only 4 Known, 1 in ANS 

1793 S-12, VG-10 and Condition Census 

1794 S-17a, seven specimens from famous collections, including the Hines-Sheldon, Hays-Downing, and 

French-Peterson Cents 

1794S-18a, VG-7, R-7 

1794 S-33, F-15, ex-Dr. French, second finest known, the famous "Wheel Spoke" variety 

1794 S-37, G-5, ex-Brand-Williams, R-7 
1794 S-48, VG-7, the starred reverse 

1795 S-78, MS-65 Gem 

1795 S-79, reeded edge, the Downing holed brockage 
1795 S-80, F-12+, Jefferson head 
1796 S-96, G-5, R-7 
1798 S-161 exquisite AU-55 

1798 collectibles complete, including S-144, S-178, and two specimens of S-180 
1799 S-188 and S-189, both Fine 
1803 S-264, three specimens in different die states 

Large Cents catalogued by Denis Loring 

If you wish to receive a copy of this catalogue, along with prices realized (after the sale), please send $2.00 per copy or 
$7.50 for a one-year subscription to all catalogues, prices realized and all of our other publications. 

EAC members are invited to a private Cocktail Party, Sunday night, February 17, 1974 at SUPERIOR GALLERIES. 

SUPERIOR STAMP & COIN CO., INC. 

517 West 7th Street 
Los Angeles, California 90014 
(213) 627-2621 


EAC REGIONAL MEETING - NORHTEAST DIVISION - AUGUST 24, 1973. 


A regional meeting of the EAC was held in Boston, Massachusetts on 
August 24, 1973. The meeting was held in conjunction with the ANA 
Convention . 

Denis Loring requested that I take the minutes of the meeting, which now 
follow; 

1 . Denis Loring informed us of upcoming cent sales. He cited the most 
recent sales of Frank Masters (May, 1971) and Bitler (March, 1973) to be 
followed by these three unusually nice offerings: 

October 31 , 1973 - Lester Merkin. Some ex-Helfenstein specimens 
and a 1794 NCI "finest known". 

November 14, 15, 1973 - New Netherlands. A 1793 Mint State 
Chain cent, et al. 

February, 1974 - Superior Stamp & Coin Company. The Charles Ruby 
collection. The most complete collection (outside of ANS?). 

A total of 301 varieties and sub-varieties . 

2. Charles Funk spoke on the history and origin of copper coinage, dating 
back to Chinese odd-shaped pieces (knife money) through the U.S. large cent. 
His lecture was most interesting, giving all of us a much needed perspective 
on the old coppers . Color slides of various coins discussed in his presenta- 
tion added to our enjoyment. 

3. For the "1838" students (or detectives), John Wright tried to unscramble, 
verify, and/or correct a few enigmas of Newcomb varieties. Some brief 
conclusions were: N-7 and N-10 are different varieties, even though they 
appear to be the same. The same is true of N— 11 and N— 13. N— 15 is a late 
state of N-2. N-14 and N-9 have very minor distinctions . A good amount of 
research was used in preparing this report, and I would suggest that those 
students interested in this series year should contact John for more details on 
these varieties . 

Attendance appeared to be very good at this meeting, no doubt due in part 
to the simultaneous meeting of the ANA . 

I was glad to meet some of the members with whom I have corresponded, 
and I am hoping to meet many more of you EACers in the future. 

Peace. 

B. Warren Enzler, Recorder. 

^iH!^tiif **ilf****** 
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D. L.'s DIARY - 1973 ANA 


Sunday, August 19. Wife left fbr Paris (business) yesterday - all alone. 

9 P.M. John Wright and family arrive - they'll be tenting in the back 
yard for the duration. I'm getting psyched. 

Monday, August 20. Last day at work before the show. The mob starts 

arriving eis soon as I get home: Del and Diane Bland at 7 (they're staying 
on the convertible couch downstairs); Bill Raymond at 8 (on the living 
room couch). Played bridge - John and I against Bill and Del - got killed - 
how can Del keep pulling cards like that? Bob Shalowitz and Doug Smith 
arrive at 1 1 . We all wheel and deal till 3 A .M . , then finally hit the sack. 


Tuesday, August 21 . Bob, Doug, Del, Al Brotman, and I go the city, look at 
coins in my bank, run errands, back at 3. The Reivers, George Ramont, 
Wrubels, Furjanics, and Jamie McConnell arrive at the Newton Holiday 
Inn, big buy session in Chuck's room, ten of us into the city for dinner. 
Ray Chatham hais arrived, up for a brief visit, then home. Bob Schuman 
arrives from California — he gets the upstairs bedroom . 


Wednesday, August 22. PNG day. Tm awakened by my wife calling from 

Paris - after all, it's our anniversary! Into the city, a buying session in 
Ray's room, then to the bourse, which is jammed . A local dealer 
approaches me with an S-64, XF45 - "make an offer" . I do, I buy it, and 
I psiss it on to John Adams - it's more his style of coin. One good cherry: 
3—27 j VG10. Furjanic's table is all early cents, and you gotta see it to 
believe it. Ten of us out to dinner at Copley's (good), then Old Cent Whist 
at my house. Coring over Jackson Storm 37—31 on 1800, Jules Reiver 
judging; then Loring-Storm-Wright 67?^ - 49 - 471^, on 1797, Dell judging. 
A ball of fon . 


Thursday, August 23. A morning game of Old Cent Whist in Jackson Storm's 
room - 1798 this time. Then, on to the bourse. Lots of pennies around. 
Boston is a good city for them. Jim King has an S-40 in choice XF40; 

I can't afford it, so I drag Doug Smith over, and poof! - he owns it! I buy 
an S-66 VG10 attributed, and an 1822 N-9 VF20, CC-3, that wasn't. Lots 
of floor action the entire day. Nine for sea food at Dini's, then home for 
the final round of Whist - on 1796. If you haven't played Old Cent Whist - 
especially three-handed - you're really missing something! 


Friday, August 24. Back for another full day at the bourse. J . J . T eaparty 
my fevorite local dealer, is buying coins from a vest-pocket dealer, and 
he offers his cents to me for a look-see. Not much - four VG 1803's, 
1807 in AG, and one cruddy 1794 — which turns out to be the NCI . My 
mind is completely blown, and I'm blotto for the rest of the afternoon. 
We sneak a quick dinner, then the EAC meeting. 56 people attended! 
Fantastic! The best yet. 
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Saturday, August 25. Spent the AM with Willard Blaisdell, examining his 
cents for the revision. Then on to the auction. The "02 NC2" isn’t, 
but the choice VF S-132 is. I give it a game try, but lose out to another 
EACer. Can’t win ’em all! Back to the bourse, and J. J. Teaparty has 
done it again - 1796 NC2, G5. Unreal. The show has already broken the 
attendance record set in Washington, and it's only the third day! Off to 
the airport to pick up Paula, then finally a quiet evening at home. 

Sunday, August 26. Paula and I join the Holiday Inn crowd for breakfast, 
then into the city a final time. Things have started to wind down, and 
Paula and I have to go back to work tomorrow. This has been a convention 
beyond my wildest dreams - the pennies were great, and the people were 
greater. Thank you, EAC! Next year, in Florida! 

MINUTES OF THE 1973 ANA-EAC MEETING 

The 1973 ANA meeting of the EAC took place in the Sheraton- Boston 
Hotel on Friday, August 24, 1973. The meeting was called to order at 8:10 
P.M. by National President Herb Silberman; 56 members and guests were 
in attendance. Herb explained his new game of Old Cent Poker - five "cards", 
score = rarity x condition (independently judged), highest total wins - and he 
challenged the membership to a game on the Liberty Caps. (Later in the 
evening. Herb’s challenge was accepted by several members in turn; our 
President emerged with a record unblemished by victory.) Herb then turned 
over the meeting to Northeast Regional Chairman Denis Loring. The evening 
program consisted of: 

1 . A talk by Denis on the three major upcoming cent auctions: Lester 
Merkin's sale on 10/31 , the New Netherlands’ sale of the Naftzger collection 
in November, and the Superior sale of the Ruby collections in February, 1974. 

2. A slide presentation by Charles Funk on (a) the history of copper coin- 
age, and (b) die break variations on large cents. 

3. A report by John Wright on his recent research on the die varieties of 
1 838 cents . 

4. After a general discussion on grading, the meeting broke for coffee 
and Danish. The rest of the evening was spent informally, and at least eight 
new members were welcomed into the club. Top recruiter was Chuck Furjanic, 
who signed up five new paid-up members. The meeting was never adjourned 
formally; it just drifted away. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Denis Loring 

National Secretary 
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’73 ANA THROUGH ONE PAIR OF EYES 
John D. Wright 

The ANA convention in Boston was BIG! ! - too big to even hope to do it 
justice in a few pages. Besides, I’m only one person, and THE ANA show 
was thousands of things to thousands of people — and it was all happening all 
over Boston at the same time. Hence, this brief note is a mere running 
commentary of what can be remembered of what was seen by one pair of 

eyes — mine. 

Saturday, August 18; The five Wrights left western Michigan in an over- 
loaded station wagon. We crossed into Canada at Detroit and made a spur— of— 
the moment detour by Toronto to look over the Canadian National Exhibition. 

If you take all county fairs you can remember, they probably sum up to about 
one State Fair. If you take all the State Fairs you’ve heard of, they probably 
sum up to the CNE. We tore ourselves away from Toronto at midnight and 
collapsed of sheer exhaustion in Buffalo, N . Y. , at 2 A .M . 

Sunday, August 19; Engineers say that only half of the Niagara River 
flows over the fils — that fully 50% of the water flows underground to the 
hydroelectric turbines. We couldn’t detect any slackening of the mighty falls 
for the loss of that half. Naturally, to get even a little looking done we 
couldn’t get away before noon. At 9:00 that night we banged on Denis Loring’s 
door and offered him a choice — we would sleep in our car in his driveway or 
in his living room. In our condition we claimed the choice didn’t matter much 
in either direction, but we did appreciate the beds he proffered for the night. 

Monday, August 20: The Wright’s blue-and-white tent erected itself (with 
minimal help and a few broken stakes — Massachusetts soil is rocky! ) in the 
Loring backyard and we spent the day catching our collective breath for the on- 
slaught to come . Del and Diane Bland arrived at the Loring house late that 
afternoon, followed shortly by Bill Raymond (or maybe vice versa). Denis’ 
map and directions were so explicit that nobody found his house without first 
getting lost at least three times. The extreme case was one fellow who 
telephoned "I'm at the Newton Holiday Inn — come get me". With Paula Loring 
in Paris on business (really tough break, hey Paula?) the Loring homestead 
was filling rapidly. Mabel Ann was appointed surrogate housemother, then we 
men shoo’ed out the girls and the Wright kids, to enjoy a last sane evening with 
a quiet bridge foursome before the storm hit. Bill and Del whipped the socks 
off Denis and me. 

Well into the evening we were joined by two strange souls wearing T-shirts 
emblazoned "CENT POWER". Doug Smith and Bob Shalowitz had finally 
limped into the fold despite an uncooperative tire enroute . Penny-dealings 
came alive, tall tales flowed, and we all had a ball. I persuaded Del to part 
with a VF30 1 829 N 3 only after laying sufficient twenties in his palm , and 
everybody else was behaving in a like vein. After a relatively few hours each 
faded to his respective bed. For an ANA— enclave we all turned in early 
shortly after midnight. Perhaps the spirit had not yet hit fever pitch. 
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Tuesday, August 21 : Late stirrings in the Wright tent eventually led to 

an inspection of the Loring household. Diane Bland was putzing at something 
or another. Bill Raymond was asleep, and Denis, Del, Doug and Bob were gone 
on a one-hour errand to cash a check. Four hours later we left a note for Del, 
locked the Loring house, trooped into the family wagon, dropped Bill at the 
commuter bus station, and carried Diane with us to Maine. The Maine coast 
really does look just like the pictures of it — rocky, blustery, quaint, and 
downright beautiful . The kids gathered souN^irs from the beaches (wanna see 
a real Maine rock?) and we all enjoyed the day. 

That evening the fever started coming on a few of the more rabid of us . 

For most of us, big pennies are an enjoyable hobby; for some, an honest 
business; for a few, both; but I drop out when people start taking those old 
coppers too seriously and thinking more of beating the next guy to the punch 
than of enjoying his fellowship. 

Wednesday, August 22 : PNG day started normally enough with the bourse 

doors open at 10 A. M. As at all PNG shows, nice coins abounded at high 
prices . I looked a lot but bought nothing . Most of my old-friend dealers were 
too busy for a leisurely chat. Dealing was quite active in all series. Randall 
and Marian Schweitzer showed up on the bourse floor, Jim McGuigan breezed 
in from Ann Arbor, Roger and Jackson Storm were prepping themselves for 
the exhibit-judging job. Bob Schuman was examining every 1794 cent in sight, 
and all the other penny-nuts were doing their thing with varying (usually 
minimal) success. After closing we gathered five Wrights, two Blands, two 
Schweitzers, one Schuman, one Raymond, one McGuigan, and six heavy 
attache cases into the Wright wagon for an unbelievable ride to Gambridge — 
a ride that would have to be experienced to be appreciated. At Joyce Chen's 
restaurant, we feasted on Peking Duck, Moo Shi, Sweet and Sour , Subgum 
Rice, and assorted other goodies (only two of our group did not like Chinese 
food) . 

To our original load add ten full stomaches, and the ten-mile ride out to 
Newton becomes even more unbelievable than the first. 

At the Loring house, the Loring/Storm match on 1800's was just winding 
up with predictable results (Lions 1 , Christians 0). As I pitched in my 1797's 
the next round turned into a triangular match, equally predictable (Lions 1 , 
Christians 0, and I got rained out). All three collections are really respectable, 
and I hope somebody else has written up our series of matches (1796, 1797, 

1798, 1800) in the detail they deserve. It was well after midnight when I 
tripped my way (dam that garden hose!) out to the tent. 

Thursday. August 23: The match continued on 1798's in the Storms' room 
at 10 A. M. There were some really impressive cents played, and the com- 
pleteness of the sets in competition was about comparable to the other matches -■ 
3 specimens each of every serial 1798 variety and one each of the NC's. None 
of the three sets were complete. Results again were predictable. 
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Official opening of the ANA bourse was scheduled for noon . After survey- 
ing the shoving, gouging mob of 'gentlemen' at the door, Denis made fast 
tracks for "another way in I know about", and I took the easier course 
Roger Cohen and I retired to a coffee shop for an hour. Somehow I just 
couldn't get that worked up. 

The first day Denis found a Good S-210 (for which I reluctantly paid him 
a $115 profit), a VF 1822 N9, and a small handful of significant 1794's. 1 
found some upgrades for my set, all of which would normally be considered as 
inconsequential except for the S-116. Several dozen other EAR'ers were also 
combing the floor for their own wants and most went to bed quite happy that 
night. Copper was available in copious quantities and at widely^rying 
prices. Chuck Furjanic's table sported more copper than any other, being 
devoted exclusively to our mania. 


That evening a crowd of us followed Denis through the subways to a 
seafood house across town, then down more subway tubes to Newton. 
Jackson was delayed with the auction, which extended well past 2 A.M. , so 
Denis matched his legendary complete set of 1796 cents against my un- 
legendary incomplete set (38 varieties only). I retired to the tent with a 
partial victory — a few of my cents were better than a few of his . 


Friday, August 24; Diane Bland took the Wright children on the Freedom 
Trail, thus leaving Mabel Ann to discover her own "Freedom T rail" . She 
visited the bourse with me, passed judgment on an 181 1/10 I had fallen in 
love with (she too was enamored), and we tried to trade either of two high- 
priced duplicates for it. Failing this, Mulford Simons gave us a price we 
couldn't pass and his coin became ours . 


ANA exhibits are always outstanding. This year was no exception, 
though exhibits of Greek silver were unusually sparse. Two date sets of 
large cents were shown, one about average and one well above average, includ- 
ing several Proofs . 


At Denis' recommendation we tried the English Room for dinner. For a 
fabulous meal at less than $3.50 this spot, just off Boston's Public Garden, 
is one of the best gastronomic buys on the East Coast. 


That evening the official EAC meeting was held in the Exeter Room at the 
convention hotel with over 50 in attendance . Denis gave a preview of upcoming 
large cent auctions; Chuck Funk gave two parts of a four— part slide presenta- 
tion on copper coinage, covering pre— American history of copper coinage and 
varieties and die-states of U.S. large cents; and I outlined my present state 
or progress on attribution of 1 838 cents . As part of this presentation 1 
described my discovery of the most recent 1 838 cent variety a few months ago — 
obverse of N2 with reverse of N1 1 , 13, 15. 

EAC gained seven members at the meeting, with no sales pitch proffered. 
This seems to prove the adage "a good product sells itself" . 1 was 
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personally happy to welcome Paul Munson back into the club — Paul is a 
gentleman and a friend. 

Saturday, August 25 : Saturday was slower than previous days. A break 
was provided by the large cent section of the auction. As in most past ANA 
auctions, misattributions ran almost as rampant as overgrading. Sheldon 
"11a" and "11b" were both 11c, "S-1 65" was S-1 67, "1802 NC2" was 
S-230 (withdrawn only after I raised a scene on the auction floor), and other 
lesser errors. The "XF S-1 32" was indeed an S-1 32, VF25. Mail bids were 
generally quite low, with floor bidding quite active for the most part. The 
near-fine, attractive 1799 was bought back by a very disappointed consignor 
at a fraction of his cost, the XF 1821 started at $20 (sold at $140), other 
similar examples abounded. 

Mabel Ann made a final fling at Boston while I took my last swings at 
ANA, and we returned to the Loring house individually, early enough to start 
organizing the breakup of our camp . Mabel Ann broke the news to me about 
our broken tailpipe when I got "home" and we spent an hour or three in an 
unsuccessful search for an open repair shop. That afternoon Chuck Funk 
had invited our horde to stop for a short visit around Sunday noon, so we 
made plans accordingly and gave up our fruitless search before midnight. 

Sunday, August 26; The early-to-rise, early-to-leave Wrights finally 
hit the road at noon. Our midaftemoon stop at the Funk’s stretched into all 
afternoon and we pitched our tent there for the night. Chuck showed me a 
few pennies, I showed him a few, we spent hours just enjoying the company of 
a kindred soul or two, and we had the most relaxing, delightful rest we had 
savored since leaving Michigan. 

Monday, August 27 : Now a day late but thoroughly rested, we bid the 
Funks goodbye, pulled into a service station in Simsbury, CT , had our tail- 
pipe brazed back together, and started down the road again at noon. The drive 
was long and boring — no hot-air balloonists like we had watched on our first 
day, no skydivers like we had watched on our second day, just 600 long miles 
of dull expressway. At least, the Holiday Inn had a room reserved for us 
when we finally did pull into Ohio. 

Tuesday, August 28; An early start put us into Fort Wayne, IN, in time 
to pass first inspection on our newest nephew, who appears to be about AU55. 
He passed inspection, though not as clean in all areas as one might prefer, 
so we signified our approval (as if it were needed) before we turned the chariot 
North for the final leg. A short stop by Mishawaka caught Jerry DeVorkin 
(CM #43) still off-guard from Robbie Brown’s Q-tip letter, and we sucked him 
back into the club . Last stop on the agenda was a big dinner out to celebrate 
our arriving alive. Bonanza treated us right at $1 .19 a head. 

************* 
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A LCTTER FROM BAG’S PRESIDENT 


"To all EAC members: 

From time to time, I have mentioned the COLONIAL NEWS LETTER 
as one of the outstanding publications in our hobby; and once again, I must 
congratulate Mr. Spilman on his current issue (Vol. 2, No. 2, April, 1973). 

I especially wish to re-quote a few lines which are meaningful to the EAC: 

'At present, the science of numismatics in America has 
very few devotees. Collectors we have without number, who hunt 

diligently for tradesmen’s cards and mistakes in dies ’ 

(Written by W. C. Prime on November 1 , 1860.) 

To this, Spilman has said: ’Prime’s observation is just as relevant today as 
it was in the year I860.’ (CNL, April, 1973). 

What Prime and Spilman are talking about in essence (and you should 
read the issue), is the difference between collecting and learning, and then 
turning this knowing into general knowledge and using it as it is acquired rather 
than waiting for years to put together what you consider to be the ’complete’ 
story. There are others who can pitch in and add a bit to each start you make, 
and together all of us can get to know a little more. 

Applying this to some current EAC projects, we find Walter Breen not 
pitching in with John Wright on the Newcomb revision; and that project seems 
stalled. Denis Loring and his committee, composed of some of our members, 
have been making progress slowly with the data obtained from Dr. Sheldon’s 
complete notes. After many revisions to Dr. Sheldon’s original offer on the 
publication of a new PENNY WHIMSY, we are now at a point where Dr. 

Sheldon has agreed to let us assist in getting out a revised book on the Early 
Date large cents, and we have an agreement from Mr. Stanley Apfelbaum 
(First Coinvestors, Inc.) to see to it that the book is printed. EAC gets nothing 
but the glory; and, as I hear it, the manuscript is about a year from completion. 

I’m holding an S-215 for somebody, and if he’ll send me a note and a 
check. I’ll remember to whom the piece belongs. I hope that everyone enjoyed 
the coins I advertised and gets around soon to sending his check. 

HerbertA. Silberman" 

**jlcj|t********* 

WHO LOST THE TWO-BIT PIECE? 

William R. T. Smith, P.O. Box 514, Wilmette, Illinois, 60091, has 
written us as follows: 

"Following the EAC meeting at ANA on Friday night, August 24, 

I picked up off the floor a Liberty Seated quarter in VF condition. I 
believe that it belonged to one of two people seated next to me in the 
corner of the room. I will return the coin to the owner, provided that 
he can identify the date and the Mint mark correctly." 
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THOMAS S. KATMAN ADDS HIS HALF CENTS WORTH: 

"To the members of EAC: 

Although I am fairly new to EAC , I have been collecting half cents by die 
variety for quite some time and I have found several things which have 
bothered me - I refer to the rarity values and the Condition Census of the 
various varieties of half cents . It has been my observation that the authors of 
books on half cents will list an estimated rarity value but will shy away from a 
Condition Census . I would like to see a Condition Census for half cents 
published . 

Since no one else has done it, I would like to start such a project, first 
by compiling all the half cents held by EAC members. Certainly, this could 
be a good starting point. It would be my hope to quickly publish the results of 
such a census, along with the data on any half cents from other sources which 
I can definitely verify. In keeping with EAC policy, names of present owners 
would be withheld . 

Therefore, I am requesting that all half cent collectors send me a list of 
their collections, attributed according to Gilbert, Empire, or Cohen numbers. 

I should like also to raise a few other questions at this time and to make 
a few observations regarding certain half cent varieties. Hopefully, my 
questions will bring out some additional information: 

1 . The 1794 G2 variety is usually thought to be slightly scarcer than the 1794 
G3 variety, although both are Rarity 6. However, it appears that the best six 
specimens of G2 will include an FI 2 specimen while the best six specimens of 
G3 must include one graded VG8 . There appears to be a lack of Fine specimens 
of G3. Is this due to the off-center striking of the G3 reverse which causes the 
die strike to rapidly become weak? 

2 . Cohen lists the 1 794 G4 variety as an R4 with a premium foctor of 2 . I 
have found this variety to be readily available at the bourse tables, and it is 
my feeling that this coin is over-rated and should not demand a premium over 
any other 1794 half cents . Are my observations away off? 

3. From my limited observation, the 1804 G6, G9, and G1 1 varieties are 
over-rated in Cohen's book by a rarity foctor of 1 . I feel that there are just 
too many of these particular varieties being found, and that the G6 should be 
R3, and G9 should be R5, and the G1 1 should be R4. What are the opinions of 
the EAvC members? 

4. I also feel that the 1805 G3 is not an R6 as listed in Cohen's book, but 
that it is an R5 variety. There are just too many of these being offered today. 

A few years ago, you never saw one offered in coin ads or on the bourse 
floors, but this is not the case now. I have seen nine specimens offered in the 
past six months - and I was not even seeking one! What about it? 
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5. In general, I think that Cohen's price factors are too large. I would like 
to know of any coin which sold close to the factors he states. I have seen 
many offered for much, much less. 

I have a number of other such observations, but these can wait until 
another time. In the meanwhile, I hope to hear from other half cent collectors 
and to receive the listings of the various half cent varieties held by EAC 
members . 

Thomas S . Katman 
907 Phillips Road 
Warmister, Penna. 18974" 

************* 

JEFF SHARP SPEAkS UPl 

jef=F Sharp of Corvallis, Oregon wrote to EAC, asking about membership. 

In his letter, *^eff said: "Recently, I was fortunate enough to purchase an 
S-262 which had been previously unattributed . Inasmuch as Sheldon lists this 
variety as high R6, I felt that your members might be interested in my dis- 
covery. The coin has the sharpness of FI 5 and VF20 where struck up; however, 

the LIBERTY, RICA of AMERICA, and the denominator in the fraction are 
quite weak. All the characteristics of the S-262 are present, with the 
exception of the 2 mm . die cut near the right rim . The 7 mm . die cut is 
present, but faint. The 2 mm. die cut may be present but obscured, or it is 
so faint as to be difficult to see. On the other hand, this may be a rare die 
state. Any information on this would be most helpful to me." Jeff can be 
reached at 1635 Division Street, Apt. #1, Corvallis, Oregon, 97330. 

**♦♦♦*♦*♦♦*** 

PAUL W. PATERSON 276 Riveredge Road New Shrewsbury, N.J. 07724 

FOR SALE: A full set of PENNY-WISE (Issues #1 to #33) — Xerox 

copies - fbr the new member or for the man who would 
like a second set. Price: $25. Postpaid. 

************* 

JAMES H. GOUDGE P.O. Box 2223 Van Nuys, Califcrnia 91404 

WANTED: Copper coins of Connecticut. I am particularly 

interested in better grade pieces and rarities. 

Also need MAJOR errors in Fine or better. 

Please write, describing thoroughly what you 
have available. State asking price. 
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A DEDICATED COLLECTOR 


Bob Miller 

When I realized Chuck Furjanic was presenting a coin show and sale in 
Monroeville, Pennsylvania on July 21 and 22, 1973, I called and asked him 
to save a table for me. He agreed, and I made plans for Bob Rozzo of 
Dirogee, Inc. and me to attend. 

With the show only two days away, our final plans had to be drastically 
revised. Bob called me that Thursday, July 19, and said that three holdup 
men had relieved him of over $16,000. in rare coins; and he would not be 
able to make the show because of the necessary investigation following such a 
robbery. I decided to go ahead anyway. 

I left Saddle Brook, New Jersey on Saturday morning, July 21 , at 3:30 
A.M. , en route to Monroeville by car. After 265 miles and over 5 hours of 
driving, I experienced a 2 hour delay due to car trouble. I called my wife, 
back home in Saddle Brook; and she, in turn, called Chuck at the show to tell 
him that I would be late. 

Only 45 miles further on, my car died again; and I did the only thing that 
a serious collector would do - I abandoned my 1971 Mercury on the Pennsyl- 
vania Turnpike. With a suitcase containing about $10,000. in large coppers, 
and a display case with lights, I proceeded to hitch-hike the remaining 120 
miles to the show. In addition to all my other problems, it started to rain as 
I walked along, looking for a ride. However, I was lucl^ and got two successive 
hitches, having to walk only the last quarter-mile in a driving rain. 

When I arrived at the show, the Security Guard didn't know what to do 
about me, as my appearance was not too desirable. However, I was there at 
last; and Chuck welcomed me with open arms. What a relief! 

The show was a wonderful one; and Chuck went all out for it, and it 
showed! Fantastic is the only word! My thanks to all the EAC members who 
were there and who offered their assistance. Extra thanks go to Chuck and 
Maria Furjanic for a show I will never forget. It was worth all my troubles! 

After the show, my brother-in-law drove down to pick me up and to help 
me with my car. However, it had been towed away in the meantime, and it 
txjok us four days to locate it. On August 6, I rented a U— Haul truck and drove 
down to pick up the car, since none of the garages in the area could repair it. 
Actually, the car had so much engine damage that I bought a new car four days 
later. The damage amounted to a stuck valve which led to a shattered piston 
which led to a cracked engine block. In other words, I needed at least a new 

engine . 


- 209 


THE MOVING FINGER WRITES - Letters to the Editor. 

From BILL PARKS: 'Was amused when reading someone's comment in last 

p_V\/ regarding publication of an address list of the membership, I believe he 
said something like it was OK to publish his name and address and that he sort 
of would like to have such a list so he could write to some of the members. 

The FLASH that went through my head was that matters must have come FULL 
QjPQLE, That was where EAC was when you and I first started P— W — mem- 
bers were sending out communications on a personal basis and it was felt that 
P-W would make it easier for all concerned to communicate with many all at 
the same time. " 

From STANLEY APFELBAUM, President, First Co investors, Inc.: "Con- 
cerning Jeff Peck's report of the 1973 EAC Census in the last issue of P-W, 
we would like to report the acquisition of a 1795 S-79. Fortunately for us, 

Walter Breen was on our premises cataloguing our up-coming auction at the 
GENA Convention in September and he attributed the piece for us. This coin 
will not appear in that auction. 

The coin is the one that sold at the 1952 ANA Convention sale, from the 
Homer K. Downing collection. Walter seems to recall that the coin was then 
termed G6, but he says that it is definitely a VG although a little rough. Since 
1952, no S-79 has been offered for sale at auction. 

We have also made other acquisitions in early copper pieces which have 
thrilled us here at First Coinvestors, Inc. Cne of these pieces is the Immune 
Columbia with the George 1 1 1 obverse. Another is the Non VI Virtute Vici 
New York copper. Still another is the 1785 African Head Connecticut piece in 
very high grade. We have also acquired recently a few each of Uncirculated 
Bar "Cents" and Rhode Island ship tokens, plus two Washington half dollars 
with the ornamented edge (circles and squares). These items will all appear 
in an auction which we plan tx> hold in the early Spring of 1974." 

From BGB YUELL: "I'd like to put in my 'Two Cents Worth' in commenting 
on the last issue of P-W: First of all, I too visited the ANA Headquarters in 
July of this year. Although I am not a member of ANA, Dick Long allowed me 
to view ana's very poor collection of half cents. I'm sorry to say that the 
number and condition of specimens held by ANA could be found in any halfway 
decent dealer's stock. My offer to attribute the coins according to Cohen was 
respectfully declined, since Mr. Long could not let the coins out of his sight and 
he had to attend a summer seminar. Cne area in which ANA could probably 
surpass any individual collection or any other organizational collection is in its 
numismatic library. I checked their book section on half cents, and the library 
contains virtually every book of which I am aware, either in duplicate or tripli- 
cate. The half cent collection started with 1803 - yes, they had no earlier 
specimens - and it finished with 1857. There were probably 20 coins in all, all 
in average condition as to grade. The group from 1849—1857 graded Fine or less, 
which is unusual, since most coins of these years are found in Fine or better. 

The articles in P-W 36 and 37 on the half cent emission sequence have been 
of especial interest to me since half cents are my particular area of interest. 

I find it truly amazing how someone can find such historical data and then logi- 
cally put it altogether. When one discusses emission sequences, he is really 
getting to the nitty-gritty of numismatic study." 
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THE 1797 HALF CENT EMISSION SEQUENCE 


Milton B. Pfeffer 


I shall continue to use Roger Cohen's die designations for discussion of 
the 1 797 half cents . (1 ) 

Only three obverse and two reverse dies were used for the 1 797 half cents . 
The principal area of uncertainty is placing the 3-B die marriage. 

The 1— A to 2— A progression is crystal clear. In 1~A, the obverse became 
utterly shattered. It was removed from the press and replaced by Obverse 2, 
which continued striking coins in combination with Reverse A, a die which 
remained quite serviceable despite a faint break that started late in the 1-A 
pairing. The break worsened during the 2-A strikings, but the die never 
became unfit for use, by 1797 standards. 

This brings us to the 3-B combination . The issue of that marriage of 
dies are three in number: the lettered edge variety, the plain edge variety, 
and the gripped edge variety. A sequence is apparent among the siblings of 
the 3-B family. The break which occasionally appears in the obverse of the 
lettered edge variety is found extended in the plain edge variety (from chin to 
right milling), proving its prior use. I cannot place the gripped edge variety, 
because I do not have an accurate description of the die break exhibited by it, 
based specifically on a comparison with the other two varieties . 

When the dies do not speak for themselves, we must look elsewhere. 

Walter Breen writes that the gripped edge half cents "are known to have^been 
made between the lettered edge and plain edge coins of Feb. -Mar. 1797" (2). 
Breen apparently feels that the lettered edge variety was the first half cent 
struck in 1797, inasmuch as it is described in a New Netherlands catalogue 
as "Breen 22a: 1-A" (3). 

Don Taxay, on the other hand, says that the lettered edge variety was 
struck in 1799 (4). Roger Cohen, Jr. says that some of the 1-A and 
2-A coins were struck in 1799, and he implies that the 3-B coins (low head 
varieties) are 1800 strikes (5). He mentions that one of the 3-B coins is known 
to be overstruck on a planchet derived from a 1 798 large cent, and his emission 
sequence for 1797 is 1-A, 2-A, 3-B (plain edge, lettered edge, gripped edge). 

Are there any other clues to the order of die use? 

An analysis of the 1797 half cents in terms of planchet source is of some 
help in finding a sequence, bearing in mind that 1796 half cents were struck 
on cut-down, rejected large cents: 


large cent planchets 
large cent planchets 

large cent planchets and T.A.L. tokens 
T.A.L. tokens and sheet copper planchets 
T.A.L. tokens and sheet copper planchets 


3-B, lettered edge 
3-B, gripped edge 
3-B, plain edge 

1- A 

2- A 
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This would indicate (roughly, I grant) a progression: 

3-B 9LE, GE, PE); 1-A; 2-A. 

An examination of the 1797 large cents also suggests that the 3-B 
varieties were struck near the beginning of the year. In 1797, the Mint pro- 
duced a gripped edge large cent as well as a gripped edge half cent. May we 
not assume that both were produced at about the same time, when the 
machinery weis at hand, and thoughts were directed to that type of edge? 

Dr. Sheldon notes that of the many die combinations which struck the large 
cents, only two (2-A and 3-A) produced the gripped edge varieties (S-120b 
and S-121), and he places them third and fourth among the thirty-one varieties 
for that year (6). Logically, the half cent gripped edge variety should also 
have a place at the beginning of the sequence, not at the end. 

There is yet another reason for ending with 2-A . It will be recalled that 
Obverse 1 shattered badly. Obverse 3 gradually developed a break, but 
Obverse 2 remained unbroken and sound. If the 3-B pairing is placed last, 
one would have to believe that the Mint officials continued to use Obverse 3 
after it exhibited a break in an important area (from the chin of Miss Liberty 
to the right edge of the coin); and that they did this although the perfectly sound 
Obverse 2 wais at hand, which had the additional advantage of being able to 
strike a better looking coin than the "low head". Obverse 3. Does it not seem 
more likely that Obverses 1 and 3 had already been in the press and were no 
longer serviceable, so that Obverse 2 was the only die left to strike (with 
Reverse A) the remaining half cents of this year? 

Were any of the 1797 dies used in 1799 or 1800? As noted earlier, Taxay 
believes that the lettered edge variety was struck in 1799, whereas Cohen 
suggests that it was struck in 1 800 and some of the other varieties were struck 
in 1799. The evidence to support these proposals is (1) the Mint delivery of 
12,170 half cents in 1799; (2) the Mint delivery of 8,622 half cents in early 
1 800; and (3) the finding of a 3-B half cent overstruck on a cut-down 1 798 large 
cent. 

My own view is that the 1799 deliveries represent previously struck but 
undelivered 1797's, rather than half cents struck in 1799 from the dies of 1797; 
and that the deliveries in 1800 were of half cents struck in early 1800, before 
the Mint received the Boulton and Watt planchets from England. 

The large cents do not shed any light on this problem . They show two 
contradictory policies: (1) a refusal to use certain dies bearing the date of an 
earlier year, and, instead, overdating the final digit to show the true year of 
striking (S-1 50, S-151, S-152, 1799 NCI, S-188); and (2) simultaneously 
with that, a use of "last year's" dies, without any overdating (S-1 71 and 
S-1 86, for example). 

This means we cannot take it for granted that the 1 797 half cent obverse 
would have been overdated to 1799 (or 1800) if used in the later year. 

Apart from the reasons I have already advanced in favor of the view that 
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the 3-B varieties were struck before 1-A and 2-A, there are certain esthetic 
features that set apart the 1797’s from 1800 and create a wide gulf between 
them, making it hard to believe that there was an 1800 (or 1799) use of the 
dies of 1797 . 

The year 1800 produced a new type of half cent - the Draped Bust. The 
new portrait, which had been used for the 1796 large cents, had been designed 
by Gilbert Stuart, at that time the nation's leading portrait painter and an 
artist highly regarded by his contemporaries . At last, professionalism had 
taken hold at the Mint. The "new breed" must have looked down their noses 
at the home-made appearance of the crude dies produced by the clumsy, un- 
schooled apprentices who staffed the Mint in its early years. 

These professionals saw no charm in the Liberty Caps, only a want of 
skill; and their feelings of superior craftsmanship would not have tolerated 
the use in 1800, or 1799, of the 1797's with their flaws, blemishes, and 
irregularities . 

Consider the 3-B dies, for example. The head is far too low in the field. 
The numerals 1 and 9 in the date are graceless, and the 7's are a shade 
different from one another. The coins made from these dies were struck off- 
center, or weakly on the right side, or on undersized, poor quality planchets. 

In the 1-A die combination, the obverse is the well-known 1 over 1 , where the 
engraver cut the 1 too high, realized his error, ignored it, and then proceeded 
to cut another 1 beneath the first 1 , followed by the other numerals of the date. 
The reverse of this marriage is also flawed. Obverse 2 is about the best of 
the obverses; but the long, thin dentils give it an odd look, especially since 
the coin is often struck somewhat off-center and on a poor planchet. 

Surely, the men who struck the sleek 1800 half cents had become too 
uppity to traffic with the lowly 1797's, poor relations from earlier days. These 
men truly overcame great obstacles and raised themselves by their own txaot- 
straps . They must have felt it beneath their dignity to use the crude dies of 
1797 to strike a mere 8,622 half cents in early 1800, or even 12,170 in 1799. 

In 1800, they really showed everyone what they could do; they struck over 
200,000 half cents from a single pair of dies which remained unbroken to the 
very end! What, then, did they need the 1797's for? 

My hunch, therefore, is that all the 1797's were actually struck in 1797 
from dies made in that year, or in 1796. As for the 1797 3-B specimen found 
overstruck on a cut-down, 1798 large cent (7), that particular piece may re- 
present nothing more than an irregularity or an experiment by a Mint work- 
man, and not an authorized emission. 

I, therefore, cast my vote in favor of the following sequence: 

3-B lettered edge; 3-B gripped edge; 3-B plain 
edge; 1 -A; and 2-A . 

FOOTNOTES 

(1) Roger Oohen, Jr., AMERIOAN HALF OENTS, 1971. 


- 213 


(2) Walter Breen, "The 1797 NC-7 - A New Unlisted Variety", 

PENNY-WISE, Vol. II, p. 218. 

(3) New Netherlands 56th Sale, June, 1962. 

(4) DonTaxay, 1971 ENCYCLOPEDIA OF U.S. COINS, 1970, page 65. 

(5) Cohen, ibid., page 24. 

(6) William H. Sheldon, PENNY WHIMSY, 1958, page 184, 186. 

(7) Cohen, ibid., page 24. 

Walter Breen commented on Milton’s article accordingly ; 

"Now to the 1797 half cents: - we are obviously on very unsafe ground; 
and I am at present convinced that many of the broken-die coins both of the 
Low Head and the 1 over 1 dies were made in 1799, some of the former with 
lettered edges. Incidentally, here as in the case of the 1795 series, it is 
NOT safe to use a three per cent rule-of-thumb; the 3 per cent characteristic 
ratio or survival ratio was originally established for 1794 cents, and the ratio 
has had to be tentatively re-evaluated for cents of other dates, as for other 
denominations . 

The following criteria are relevant: 

(1 ) The Low Head die was made before the rest; its pointed-9 punch 
occurs also on the 1797 dime with 16 stars, the knobbed-9 punch on the 1797 
dime with 13 stars, and the 16-star coin is known to have come earlier. 

(2) A die may or may not have been used immediately after manufacture; 
it may have been used briefly and laid aside, or revived after others had 
been discarded. 

(3) There may have been more than one episode of use of cut-down cents, 
and/or use of TA&L tokens; in fact, there were several recorded instances of 
use of spoiled cents, as late as 1802. Use of spoiled cents is not evidence of 
order of emission, except that no half cents were struck in 1798, and any half 
cents overstruck on 1798 cents must have been included among the 12,167 
struck in 1 799 from 1 797 dies . 

(4) More than one variety may have been made in 1799. 

(5) The reverse break appears on some but not all G-3’s and some but 
not all G-4's, though it is found (so far as I know) plainly on all the shattered- 
obverse G-4's. Some of the latter have been found on TA&L tokens, some on 
blanks made from sheet copper, some reportedly on cent blanks (not con- 
firmed). Evidently, the G-4 and 3 alternated. 

(6) The obverse break is found on Low Head coins from all three sub- 
varieties - lettered edge, gripped edge, and plain edge, though it is strongest 
on some plain edge coins, stronger even than on the lettered edge coins over- 
struck on 1798 cents! Most of these have undecipherable undertypes. 
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(7) The reverse break began after the obverse break had become well 
advanced, and it is found on both lettered edge (late) and plain edge coins. 

It follows that: 

(8) Edge lettering was done on more than one occasion! 

(9) Edge gripping was done at the Mint. I have seen more than one gripped 
edge 1 797 (moderately advanced breaks) with undecipherable cent undertypes . 

(10) The smallest half cents of 1797 (planchet diameter, not weight) are 
the earlier Low Head coins . Apparently, more than one blank cutter was in 
use, the broader one possibly the same one earlier used for half eagles. This 
suggests, but does not confirm, that the smaller coins came first, and/or 
that the use of extra broad flans on the G-3 coins and some G-4's may have 
been an after-thought, possibly dictated by poorer striking quality of the 
narrower thicker ones (even as in 1793). 

Put all this together and you get a "Mischmasch" , but at least the follow- 
ing is possible: 

1797 Strikings: - 

G-1=2. Lettered, gripped, and plain edges. Early breaks. 

G-3 and early 4 . The die break on the reverse probably occurred here . 

1799 Strikings: - 

G-1 & 2. Overstrikes on cents, including some dated 1798. Heavy break. 

G-4 shattered die; G-3 late breaks. 

Order between these two groups is undeterminable, though the G-3 
obverse die appears to have outlived everything else, and may have been used 
on the last of the 1799 strikings, with fairly heavy reverse break. Some of 
these show a variety of undertypes . 

I do not believe that the 1797 half cents overstruck on 1798 cents (there 
are several) were either errors or experiments . They show every indication 
of being regular strikings in the same groups, with others showing illegible 
undertypes. As for Mint workmen being too uppity to use 1797 dies in 1800, 
this is impossible either to prove or disprove. Considering the quality of 
surviving 1802 half cents, their technique had not improved much since 1797. 

Remember! I am not trying to be argumentative, but simply to clear up 
some misconceptions, many of which are to be laid at the feet of earlier 
writers. When I published an earlier sequence, in the New Netherlands cata- 
logues, I was unaware of the existence of 1797's overstruck on 1798 cents, as also 
of certain late die break states which were only later described. If I didn't 
take your effort seriously, I wouldn't have bothered to write you so lengthily 
about it! ! 

Best, 

Walter Breen" 

Too much FRESH air is JUST enough The Rat Fink. 
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The following comments are those made by Roger S. Cohen, Jr.: 

"The emission sequence of the coinage dated 1797 is perhaps one of the 
most difficult one in the half cent series . Its beginning is recorded in the 
"Account Book" under the date December 12, 1796, where it is states, "By 
copper reed in planchets for Half Cents — 1914 lb" . 

In my book I stated that the source of this copper was unknown to me. 

Since that time Mr. R. W. Julian of Logansport, Indiana, has generously 
provided me with some data he got, and which I missed, at The National 
Archives. The new data establishes that the copper purchase of planchets on 
December 12, 1796 was from one William Talbot, who was probably the Talbot 
of Talbot Allum & Lee. Based on this evidence, I have come up with the 
following conclusion, which is guesswork, but is partially supported by the 
facts. 

The total coins struck in the spring of 1797 was 119,218, which were 
delivered (not necessarily struck) to the T reasurer of the Mint as follows: 

Spring of 1797 107,048 

Spring of 1799 12,170 

119,218 

These were struck on planchets from the following apparent sources . 

TAL Tokens 90,527 

Spoiled Cents 1,164 

Sheet Copper 27 , 527 

119,218 

The number of TAL tokens from the purchase of 1 ,914 lbs. on Dec/12/1796 
was 90,527. The Mint even kept a record of the wastage (shruf) from this 
shipment which, when added to the weight of 90, 527 half cent planchets, 
approximately equals the weight of the purchcise from William Talbot. 

What I've outlined above is interesting as far as it goes, but the next 
question posed is, what varieties were struck? I have yet to see an obverse 3 
struck over a TAL token, but most, if not all, 1797 CMM #1 's are. Also, 
numerous 1797 CMM #2’s are overstrikes. My placing of the use of obverse 3 
in 1800 is a negative one in that I cannot see how these specimens, which are 
apparently all overstruck on spoiled large cents, could have been minted in the 
coinage deliveries reported in the "Account Book" in 1797 and 1799. However, 
in 1800, prior to the arrival of the ready-made Boulton planchets, the Mint 
coined half cents from 161 lbs. of spoiled large cents. Therefore, I have 
arbitrarily placed the 1797 obverse 3 as being minted at this time for no other 
reason than a lack of another place to put them. As you can see, my position 
is not final, and if someone can come up with more evidence or ideas, I will 
appreciate it, so that the intellectual puzzle of the emission sequence can 
move towards, but never arrive at, its conclusion." 

************* 
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SWAPS & SALES 


This section is resenved for any EAC member who wishes tX3 list his duplicate 
coins for swap or sale. Twelve lines per issue, whether blank or containing 
type, are allotted free to each member. Any lines used in addition are billed 
to the member at 254^ per line. Full page ads are $15. for one side only. 
Deadline for submitting copy for next issue is October 31 . Any copy submitted 
after the deadline will be rejected. 

************* 


DENIS W. LORING 30 Lakin Street 

Needham, Mass. 

02194 

EARLY 

CENTS FOR SALE: 




$20. 

1794 

S-27 

VG10 Trade bait 

1800 

S-190 

VG8 


S-52 

VG10 Trade bait 

1801 

S-222 

VG10 

15. 

1796 

S-86 

G6 ex-Paschal 

$60. 

1802 

S-229 

VG7 

15. 


S-89 

G6 

40. 

1806 

S-270 

VG10 

30. 


S-92 

G6 

40. 

1830 

N-6 S 

.L. VF30 

175. 


S“118 

G6 

125. 

1835 

N-10 

VG8 

20. 

1797 

S--125 

G4 ex-Bitler 

125. 

1842 

N-7 40% off-center 




@ $151 . 




at K-3 VF20 

75. 

1798 

S--146 

G4 

30. 






S-171 

FI 5 

75. 






S-173 

G6 

10. 






S-181 

VG7 

15. 







* * * 

* * * 

* * * * 

* * * 




WANTED - BY COLLECTOR 

Large cents, 1793 - 1807. Very Fine to Extremely Fine specimens, 
with good color and surface, and no damage. Will consider lower 
grades on rarer varieties and dates. Send description and price to: 

B. Warren Enzler, 15 Lotus Street, Cedarhurst, Long Island, 

New York, 11516. 

************* 


ROGER HURLBURT 1951 N. Meridian Road, Apt. 26 
WANTED ~ in trade for Sheldon numbers: 


Tallahassee, Fla. 
32303 


1816 

N-1 

1830 

N- 

-6 


1817 

N-12 

1831 

N- 

-9 


1817 

N-14 

1833 

N- 

-4 

I prefer VF-XF for 


N-15 

1837 

N- 

-1 

the 1 824 N-1 and the 

1818 

N“1 


N- 

-2 

1830 N-6. 


N-8 


N- 

-14 


1820 

N-14 


N- 

-15 

All others can be 

1824 

N-1 

1838 

N- 

-14 

F-XF. 

1827 

N-9 

1839 

N' 

-12 


1829 

N-9 






Please write and let me know what you have. I will also consider buying some 
pieces outright if a trade is not established . 

************* 


- 217 - 


WILLIAM R.T. SMITH Box 514 Wilmette, Illinois 60091 



FOR SALE: Large Cents 








1794 

S-25 

G5 


$50. 


1797 S- 

•132 

G5 


$65. 



S~38 

VG7 


225. 


S- 

■135 

G5 


20. 



S-67 

FI 5 


100. 


1800 S- 

•196 

G6 


10. 



S-70 

VG7 


50. 


1803 NC1 

G6 


200. 


1796 

S-1 17 

G4 


50. 


1807 S- 

■274 

F18 


40. 



S-117 

G6 


75. 


S- 

■275 

F18 


40. 


1817 

N-8 

VF20 

$15. 

1830 

N-1 

VG8 

$10. 

1840 

N-3 

MS65 

$150 

1818 

N-10 

MS 60 

125. 


N-6 

VF30 

150. 


N-9 

MS 60 

125 

1819 

N-1 

VF20 

15. 

1831 

N-1 

AU50 

50. 

1841 

N-5 

AU50 

50 


N-8 

F12 

10. 


N-3 

AU50 

50. 

1842 

N-2 

MS 60 

100 


N-9a 

EF40 

25. 


N-12 

F12 

15. 


N-5 

AU50 

50 

1820 

N-1 

VG8 

8. 

1832 

N-1 

F12 

8. 

1843 

N-4 

EF40 

110 


N-2 

AU55 

75. 


N-2 

VF25 

15. 


N-5 

VF30 

30 


N-3 

FI 5 

12. 


N-3 

AU50 

50, 


N-6 

MS 60 

100 


N-4 

FI 8 

15. 

1833 

N-1 

EF40 

25. 

1845 

N-5 

MS 60 

75 


N-13 

AU50 

50. 


N-2 

VF25 

15. 

1846 

N-2 

EF40 

20 


N-1 4 

VG7 

25. 


N-4 

VF25 

25. 


N-11 

VF20 

10 

1821 

N-2 

EF40 

150. 


N-5 

AU50 

50. 


N-12 

VF20 

10 

1822 

N-4 

EF45 

45. 


N-6 

VF30 

20. 

1848 

N-2 

VF20 

15 

1823 

N-1 

VF20 

100. 

1834 

N-1 

VF35 

20. 


N-2 

MS 60 

75 


N-2 

VG7 

25. 


N-2 

EF40 

30. 

1849 

N-8a 

MS 60 

150 

1824 

N-1 

FI 5 

50. 


N-4 

FI 8 

12. 

1850 


EF40 

15 


N-2 

VF35 

35. 

1835 

N-1 

VF25 

20. 

1851 

N-1 

MS 60 

100 


N-3 

FI 2 

12. 

1836 

N-3 

MS 60 

125. 


N-3b 

MS60 

150 


N-4 

VF30 

30. 

1837 

N-5 

VF25 

25. 

1852 

N-3 

MS60 

75 


N-5 

G6 

30. 


N-10 

AU50 

50. 

1853 

N-4 

MS 60 

75 

1825 

N-6 

EF40 

40. 


N-12 

VF30 

50. 

1855 

N-5 

MS 65 

125 

1826 

N-1 

FI 2 

10. 

1838 

N-4 

MS 60 

150. 


N-8 

VF20 

t5 


N-7 

EF45 

45. 

1839 

N-1 

EF40 1 

,250. 


N-9 

AU50 

75 


N-8 

VF25 

50. 


N-3 

VF35 

30. 

1856 

N-1 

EF40 

20 


N-9 

EF40 

75. 


N-8 

EF45 

75. 


N-6 

MS 60 

75 

1827 

N-7 

EF45 

50. 


N-9 

EF40 

50. 

1857 

N-1 

MS 60 

150 

1828 

N-10 

AU50 

100. 


N-11 

AU50 

100. 


N-2 

AU55 

75 


N-1 1a 

AU50 

50. 


N-13 

AU50 

100. 





1829 

N-9 

VF35 

100. 


N-1 4 

G6 

10. 










N-14 

F12 

25. 





Ex - 

Frank D. Andrews collection: 

; 1845 

N-5, 1846 N- 

-2, 1848 N- 

2 (20), 



1851 N 

-1, 1852 

CO 

1 

Z 

1853 N 

-4, 1855 N-5, 

1856 

N-1 . 




Ex - 

Homer K. Downing collection: 1839/6 N-1 

- Ill (Bisecting crack) 


Ex - 

Gies collection: 

#498 

1824 N 

1-2, #502 1824 

1 

z 

#528 

1826 

N-9, 



#536 1827 N-7, #578 1831 N-1 , #819 1855 N~9, 1831 N-12/1, 1829 
N-9 - II I. 


FOR SALE: HALF CENTS - Take 15 per cent off any coin in previous ad. 
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♦♦*♦♦*♦*♦***♦**♦***♦♦*♦ ***♦*♦♦♦♦*♦*♦♦*****♦♦******* ****************J 

t BUYING UNITED STATES HALF CENTS AND LA.RGE CENTS % 

% We have a great need for better grade early and late data large cents % 

J and half cents . Proper attributions and grading necessary. Please J 

% bear in mind that we are dealers and that the coins are for resale. % 

J You may ship directly to us for our offer or to our bank. Write for J 

i details concerning the latter method. ♦ 

* FIRST COINVESTORS, INC. ; 

* 16 McKinley Avenue * 

* Albertson, New York 11507 J 

************************************************* ******* 

WANTED 

1799 Large Cent. Normal date. Evenly struck with sharp, bold date and 
"Liberty" 1 1 A tough request, I know. Must grade a minimum of Fine-15, 
but preferably better. With good natural color or patina (no heavy pitting, etc.) 
and nice reasonably clear surfaces, consistent with respective grade. A coin 
with minor impairment would be considered, although a perfectly sound coin is 
preferred, if possible. Please advise — giving full details and price. Thank 
you. 

The following types of 1 793 Large Cents — Chain "Ameri . " , "America" , 
and The "Liberty Cap" type. Just common varieties needed for early "Copper" 
type set. I prefer coins with a nice natural tan or chocolate patina, having 
excellent surfeces. All coins must grade between Fine-15 and E.F.-40. 

Coins with heavy corrosion, granularity, pitting, or any other major damage 
are not desired . Coins with reasonably minor impairments would be con- 
sidered. I am also interested in choice Half Cents of 1793—1797 period. 
Including the scarce 1 797 lettered edge "type" . Please advise — with full 
details — of what you have available and price. Thank you. 

RCBERT R. SHAW 74 Pond Street Newton, Massachusetts 02158 

RCD BURRESS 9830 Cverview Lane Cincinnati, Chio 45231 

For Sale or Trade: Complete sets of PENNY-WISE by photocopy. 
Proportionate prices for partial sets or single issues . Will accept large cents 
in trade. Wpite for details . 


******************************************* ♦♦**♦♦♦***♦*♦♦*♦*♦*♦***•*1 


FLORIDA MATERIAL 


BUYATRADE 


Have over 1300 different Florida trade tokens, store cards, coupons, * 
chits, mirror cards, political items, transportation tokens, wooden 
nickels. Buy singles and lots. Or trade U.S. Lg. 4=- If it reads 
"Florida", cim interested. 


4^LLEN CORSON, BOX 261 , LR STA. , MIAMI, FL 33138 EAC#155j LM/ANA 
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NUMISMATIC SERVICE 

P.3X :x 482 SadcUt Brook , NJ. 0 7662 

appraisals 

ATTRIBUTIONS 
COINS 

BOUGHT & SOLO 

"specialists in early COPPER8 
BOB MILLER 20V-843-2964 




COLLECTORS: Send me your 
want lists on cents and half 
cents. 

DEALERS: Write me f?r 
quantity prices on common 
date cents and half cents. 


Buying all large cents and half cents. 

Fair - Prxjof, Counterstamped - Love Tokens, 
Anything in U . S . copper 1 793 - 1 857 . 

MARK BORCKARDT Box 1125 Findlay, Ohio 45840 

HALF CENTS for sale or trade: 

1828 C-1; G-2 $65. 

1832 C-1; G-2 75. 

I will also accept any reasonable trade in AU or better Draped Bust 
half cents. Please advise what you have, and I will notify you if your 
offer is acceptable. 

^s^^ttf********* 
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